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New parliament convenes, sets deadline 
Ruling coalition to be 
in place by June 7 


By Jan Maksymiuk 

(RFE/RL)—AIl seemed in order 
as the 450-seat Verkhovna Rada 
convened for its first session May 
24 — but the composure on the 
Ukrainian parliamentary rostrum 
was short-lived. 

A dispute among deputies erupted 
immediately after the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc, Our Ukraine, 
and the Socialist Party — the three 
allies in the 2004 Orange Revolu- 
tion — proposed that the session be 
postponed until June 7. 

By that time, they pledged, the 
three groups will have agreed on the 
principles of a renewed coalition. 
The motion eventually passed with 
240 votes. 

Dissent came from the ranks of 
the Party of Regions and the Com- 
munist Party, whose members ar- 
gued that the Orange Revolution al- 
lies have had enough time to agree 
on a coalition and should allow the 
legislature get to work. 

The March 26 parliamentary vote 
in Ukraine, which was internation- 
ally praised as fair and democratic, 
produced a legislature comprising 
five forces: the Party of Regions 
(186 seats), the Yuliya Tymoshenko 
Bloc (129), Our Ukraine (81), the 
Socialist Party (33), and the Com- 
munist Party (21). 

Over the past two months, the five 
parliamentary groups have held sev- 
eral joint meetings chaired by Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko and many 
bilateral and trilateral conferences 
devoted to the formation of a par- 


liamentary majority, but all of them 
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proved to be fruitless. 

In mid-April the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc, Our Ukraine, 
and the Socialist Party signed a pro- 
tocol pledging to work toward cre- 
ating such a parliamentary majority. 
Their subsequent efforts led to the 
preparation of two draft coalition ac- 
cord — one endorsed by the Yuliya 
Tymoshenko Bloc and the Social- 
ists, the other worked out by Our 
Ukraine. 

The main stumbling block in the 
coalition talks is the question of who 
will become prime minister. 
Tymoshenko has made no secret of 
her desire to regain the post she held 
before being dismissed by 
Yushchenko in September. But the 
restoration of Tymoshenko as prime 
minister is exactly what the presi- 
dent and his political partners from 
Our Ukraine would like to avoid. 

Yushchenko officially split with 
Tymoshenko after she accused some 
of his closest allies of corruption 
practices and of running a “second” 
government. All of them were sub- 
sequently elected to the Verkhovna 
Rada from the Our Ukraine list. If 
the former Orange Revolution allies 
eventually decide to restore their 
coalition and Tymoshenko becomes 
prime minister once again, the old 
conflict may reignite. 

There is also another source of po- 
tential discord between the president 
and Tymoshenko. Tymoshenko 
promised during the election cam- 
paign to cancel a gas-supply deal 
that Yushchenko’s cabinet signed 
with Gazprom in January. The deal 
raised the gas price for Ukraine from 
$50 to $95 per 1,000 meters and 
gave RosUkrEnergo, an opaque 
Swiss-based company owned half 
by Gazprom and half by two Ukrai- 
nian businessmen, the role of sole 
supplier. 

The cancellation by Tymoshenko 
of the gas deal with Gazprom could 
lead to a serious conflict between 
Kyiv and Moscow. Russia could cut 
gas supplies to Ukraine, as it did for 
a short time in January, or impose 
trade sanctions, as it recently did 
with regard to Georgian and 
Moldovan wines. Ukraine, which 
currently sends some 22 percent of 
its exports to Russia, would hardly 
benefit from any trade ban from 
Moscow. 

Another hurdle to an “Orange” 
coalition is the Socialist Party’s op- 

position to some goals pursued by 
Yushchenko’s presidency. In par- 
ticular, the Socialists object to 
Ukrainian aspirations to join NATO. 
They also object to the privatization 
of land, thus undermining 
Yushchenko’s efforts to implement 
reforms he pledged during the 2004 
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Yulia Tymoshenko flanked by deputies from her bloc, wearing T-shirts with their political logo, ay the opening 


of parliament, May 25.. 


Глава МВС про скандал з Андрієм Ющенком 


Оксана Лігостова, Голос Америки 

Попри мовчання основних телеканалів, в Україні 
продовжує набирати обертів скандал, пов'язаний з 
сином Віктора Ющенка. 26 березня з вуст в.о. 
міністра внутрішніх справ Юрія Луценка пролунали 
звинувачення на адресу пораненого прокурора 
Олександра Кузовкіна у відмові співпрацювати з 
міліцією та у шантажі президента. 

Прокурор Кузовкін не хоче давати свідчення мілі-- 
ції. Таку позицію Бориспільського прокурора, nopa— 
неного 19 травня гумовою кулею, скритикував 
виконуючий обов'язки міністра внутрішніх справ 
України. Як повідомив Юрій Луценко на прес- 
конференції в Дніпропетровську, потерпілого двічі 
викликали в МВС - i двічі він в грубій нецензурній 
формі відмовлявся. За твердженням Луценка, Ку- 
зовкін вважає, що справу повинна розслідувати не 
міліція, а прокуратура, і кваліфікуватись вона має 
не як "хуліганство, a як "замах на посадову особу". 

Водночас сам в.о.міністра вважає справу рядовою 
для міліції - хіба що інцидент набрав незвичного 
розголосу через розмови про можливу причетність 
сина президента. При цьому Луценко знову кате- 
горично це спростував. “Y мене немає жодних під- 
став говорити про причетність членів родини 
Ющенка», - заявив головний міліціонер, пославшись 
на письмові свідчення потерпілого: згідно з ними, 
один із нападників був 30-35 років із залисинами, 
другий 40-45 років і кавказької національності. Як 


він додав, "декому дуже хотілося б, щоб серед цих 
двох людей був упізнаний син Ющенка, але це 
неможливо? Луценко закликав Кузовкіна не шанта-- 
жувати президента. "Одне він розказує пресі, інше 
дає в свідченнях, і відмовляється приходити для 
надання свідчень — я розглядаю це як шантаж влади", 
-- сказав урядовець. 

Заперечуючи причетність Андрія Ющенка до на-- 
паду на Бориспільського прокурора, керівник МВС 
ще раніше, окрім віку нападників, посилався на 
буцімто "переплутані" потерпілим автомобільні 
номери. На автівці зловмисників начебто були не 
київські, а дніпропетровські номери. Утім, ця версія, 
як виглядає, He підтвердилась. Про це пише тижне-- 
вик "Корреспондент", який виніс на обкладинку 
свіжого номера статтю "Випробування Андрю- 
шою?. Дніпропетровчанка Ганна Деркач, на чоло-- 
віка якої зареєстрована машина з вказаними Луцен-- 
ком номерами, була шокована, почувши, що їх 
Опель-Кадет згадують у контексті київського скан-- 
далу. “I машина, і чоловік у п'ятницю 19-го були в 
Дніпропетровську, це можуть підтвердити сусіди, і 
на роботі", - розповіла жінка виданню. 

Нагадаю - в прокурора Кузовкіна стріляли 19 
травня у центрі Києва. Деякі видання повідомили 
про причетність сина президента і його охоронця. 
Міліція і прокуратура це спростували. Потерпілий 
також заперечив, що на нього напав син Ющенка, 
сказавши, що не знає того в лице. 


Прокурор не опізнав Андрія Ющенка як 
нападника з гумівими кулями 


(Українська правда)- Бориспільський прокурор 
Олександр Кузовкін не упізнав серед своїх можл-- 
ивих нападників Андрія Ющенка. 

Як повідомив "Українську правду" міністр внут- 
рішніх справ Юрій Луценко 30 березня, напередодні 
Кузовкін разом зі своїм водієм були викликані до 
прокуратури для взяття свідчень. 

"Для упізнання нападників на Кузовкіна проку-- 
рору було продемонстровано фоторяд, де була і фо-- 
тографія Андрія Ющенка. Hi Кузовкін, ні його водій 
серед показаних фотографій не виявили злочинців", 
- сказав Луценко. 

За словами міністра, після того Кузовкіну запро-- 


понували скласти фоторобот нападників, але він 
відмовився, пославшись на те, що поспішає. 

Луценко також повідомив, що Кузовкіна визнано 
потерпілим у кримінальній справі, порушеній після 
того, як невідомий вистрелив йому у ногу пістолетом 
з гумовими кулями. 

Цей інцидент стався 19 травня. В пресі неоднора-- 
зово з'являлася інформація, що людина, яка стріляла 
в Кузовкіна, є охоронцем Андрія Ющенка. При цьо-- 
му деякі ЗМІ зазначають, що сам Андрій Ющенко 
був присутній при інциденті та вдарив Кузовкіна у 
голову. Кузовкін повідомив, що не знає Андрія 
Ющенка в обличчя і попросив провести упізнання. 
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Алчевська катастрофа сталась 
через безсовісність місцевої влади 


(Українська правда) -Порушено кримінальну 
справу за фактом розкрадання коштів, виділених 
Кабміном на заходи по запобіганню аварій та 
техногенних катастроф у житлово-комунальному 
господарстві міста Алчевськ. 

Про це повідомляє УНІАН з посиланням на прес- 
групу СБУ в Луганській області. 

За їх інформацією, у 2004 році з держбюджету 
було виділено кошти на капітальний ремонт житло-- 
вого фонду Алчевська. 

Тендер виграла фірма, яка не мала оформленого 
належним чином дозволу на проведення будівельних 
робіт. 

З цією фірмою місцева влада уклала договір на 
суму 840 тис. грн. для проведення капітального 
ремонту систем опалення та водопостачання жит-- 
лових будинків міста. 


Toro ж дня було укладено декілька договорів суб-- 
підряду на суму понад 300 тис. грн. з іншими фір- 
мами, які не мали відповідних ліцензій. 

Через їхні рахунки у фінансових закладах кошти 
було переведено на одну з місцевих приватних фірм. 

Ta, в свою чергу, розподілила суму по рахунках 
ряду фіктивних комерційних структур, що спеціа- 
лізувалися на незаконних операціях по переведенню 
коштів у готівку. 

При цьому генпідрядник відзвітував про начебто 
виконані роботи. 

Як відомо, 22 січня внаслідок прориву тепломе- 
режі 120-тисячний Алчевськ залишився практично 
без тепла. 

Близько місяця тривали роботи з ремонту BAYT— 
рішніх тепломереж будинків і підключення їх до 
мережі теплопостачання. 


Партія Ющенка хоче захистити 


інтернет 


(Українська правда)- -Спробабудь-якого тиску на 
діяльність Інтернет-ЗМІ, що не порушують чинного 
законодавства, з боку спецслужб України є непри- 
пустимою. 

"Такі дії нагадують встановлення контролю над 
електронними виданнями за китайським зразком", 
- зазначається в документі. 

"Ми заявляємо, що будь-які обмеження діяльності 
Інтернет-ЗМІ повинні відбуватися лише у відпо-- 
відності до вимог ст. 34 Конституції України. "Наша 
Україна" переконана, що сьогодні необхідно підтри-- 
мувати розвиток електронних видань", - зазна- 
чається в заяві. 

"Тому ми виступаємо за удосконалення HOpMa— 
тивно-правової бази з точки зору не силового обме-- 
ження діяльності Інтернет-ЗМІ, а подальшого їх 
становлення як важливої складової національного 


від влади 


інформаційного простору", - зазначено в документі. 

НСНУ також нагадує, що "найбільш відомі 
Інтернет-ЗМІ вже протягом кількох років вис- 
тупають з вимогами надання їм правового статусу 
засобів масової інформації". 

В документі також зазначається, що розвиток 
Інтернет-видань "є одним із найбільш важливих 
інформаційних пріоритетів України, який потребує 
удосконалення законодавчої бази щодо їх діяль- 
ності". 

"Проте недоліки, що стосуються цієї проблеми, 
аж ніяк не можуть бути причинами для силового чи 
авторитарного адміністрування Інтернет-ЗМІ, "Ha— 
ша Україна" переконана, що це не відповідає прин- 
ципам демократії, свободи слова й верховенства пра-- 
ва, котрі є визначальними для нашої країни", - ска- 
зано в заяві. 


Головатий хоче, 


щоб українська 


мова стала такою, як російська 


(Українська правда) Українська мова в Україні 
повинна мати такий же статус, як і російська в Росії, 
вважає міністр юстиції Сергій Головатий. 

Про це він заявив 18 березня на нараді у віце- 
прем'єра В'ячеслава Кириленка з питань забез- 
печення розвитку державної мови, повідомляє Ліга. 

"Стратегічні завдання української влади - досягти 
того, чого досягли всі сусіди, як на Заході, так і на 
Сході", - почав міністр. 

"Українська мова повинна мати такий же статус, 
не на папері, а в реальному житті, як російська у 
Росії", - додав він. 

Головатий підкреслив, що в Росії немає дво- 
мовності, і що російська мова істотно домінує, тоді, 
як Росія є федеральною державою. 

"А Україна хоч 1 унітарна країна, але українська 
мова не має такого статусу, як російська в РФ", - 
додав міністр. зії 

Головатий переконаний, що завданням влади є 
"відпрацювати" статус української мови на 3aKOHO— 


давчому рівні і створити інституційне забезпечення. 

Крім того, голова Мін'юсту вважає, що справа не 
в грошах, що виділяються на розвиток української 
мови, а в самій політиці. 

За його словами, на те, щоб державні службовці 
говорили українською мовою, грошей не треба. 

Не треба їх і на те, щоб на телеканалі "YT-1" 
населення могло дивитися передачі про історію і 
культуру України не з 2 ночі до б ранку, а вдень або 
ввечері, вважає міністр. 

Не треба коштів i на те, упевнений Головатий, щоб 
український гімн звучав на радіо, як колись щодня 
о 6 годині ранку звучав радянський. 

"Нам необхідна нова пропаганда, тому що 
радянська пропаганда нас знищила", - підкреслив він. 

У свою чергу Кириленко зазначив, що, незва- 
жаючи на наведені Головатим приклади, держава з 
бюджету буде передбачати yce більше і більше 
грошей на розвиток української мови. 


| 
WE $0-USE CREDIT UNION 


MISSISSAUGA, ONT. LSR 371 
(905) 568-9890 FAX: 568-9893 


(easel pe) 
2265 BLOOR STREET. WEST SO-USE VOICE 512 BRISTOL RD. W. UNIT #1 
TORONTO, ONTARIO М65 ІРІ (416) 760-9940 
(416) 763-5575 FAX: 761-9604 1-800-323-2794 
1-800-322-9274 ATM / Interac 
INTERNET: www.so-use.com 


ПОВНА ОБСЛУГА 


Children Accounts RRSP/RRIF Meexep Кардо 
New Canadian Accounts Mutual Funds as о Рахунки 
Business Accounts Car Leasing pee nia Новоприбулах 


Come into So-Use Credit Union for all your financial needs 
Приходьте до Кредитової Спілки «СОЮЗ» щоб полагодити всі фінансові потреби 


Засуха скоро може повернутися 


(Українська правда)- «Генпрокуратура направила Національному 
бюро Інтерполу доручення про припинення міжнародного розшуку 
екс-губернатора Київщини Анатолія Засухи. Про це повідомляє 
департамент зв'язків з громадськістю МВС. Доручення направлено у 
зв'язку з закриттям кримінальної справи проти нього. 

"На підставі отриманих документів НЦБ Інтерполу в Україні ініці-- 
йовано питання про внесення змін до відповідних баз даних гене- 
рального секретаріату Інтерполу", - говориться в повідомленні МВС. 

Наразі інформація щодо розшуку Засухи "все ще перебуває у базі 
даних Інтерполу, оскільки процедура зняття з міжнародного розшуку 
потребує певного часу". 


Дружина Ющенка знову вагітна? 


(Українська правда) -Дружина президента Катерина Ющенко чекає 
на четверту дитину. Про це пише "Газета по-киевски", посилаючись 
на джерела в оточенні президента. Водночас прес-секретар Ющенка 
Ірина Геращенко відмовилася прокоментувати цю інформацію. 
Заступник президентського прес-секретаря Лариса Мудрак сказала, 
що для неї особисто "це була б радісна новина". "Але я сказати вам 
нічого не можу - просто не знаю, а коментувати чутки - справа 
невдячна", - сказала Мудрак. Як відомо, у Ющенка - п'ятеро дітей: 
Віталіна (26 років), Андрій (20 років), Софія (7 років), Христина (6 
років) і дворічний Тарас. 


MISSISSAUGA 


Моргиджі 
Персональні Позички 
Позички на Авта 
Подорожеві Чеки 
RRSP, Миша! Funds 
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The new executive: Left to right: Inky Mark, Joy Smith, Raynell Andreychuk, Peter Goldring and Borys 


Wrzesnewskyj. Missing from photo: Peggy Nash, Consiglio Di Nino and Terry Stratton. 


Canada-Ukraine Parliamentary 
Group elects new executive 


(Peter Goldring Office)-Over 100 Members of Par- 
liament and Senators from all parties gathered in Ot- 
tawa on May 18 to elect a new executive for the Canada- 
Ukzaine Parliamentary Friendship Group. This unprec- 
edented number elected Peter Goldring, Member of Par- 
liament for Edmonton East, Chair. 

“With more than 100 Members of Parliament and 
Senators with a specific interest in Canada-Ukraine re- 
lations and a focus on fostering closer cultural, social 
and economic ties, we are committed to working in a 
non-partisan fashion together with representatives of 
the Ukraine in Ottawa. We also are committed to mak- 


Government 
of Canada 


i+ 


Canada’s New Government 


ing a close relationship even more beneficial to all con- 
cerned,” said Goldring. 

The new executive members are as follows: MP Peter 
Goldring, Chair; Sen. Raynell Andreychuk, Senate Vice- 
Chair; MP Joy Smith, Government Vice-Chair; MP Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj, Liberal Vice-Chair, MP Peggy Nash, NDP 
Vice-Chair; MP Inky Mark, Secretary and Treasurer; Sena- 
tors Consiglio Di Nino and Terry Stratton, Directors. 

Canada, with over 1,100,000 Canadians of Ukrai- 
nian descent, has a longstanding and special relation- 
ship with Ukraine, which is enhanced through Parlia- 
mentary Friendship Group activities. 


Gouvernement. 
du Canada 


Vernon UC aren 
seeks end to vandalism 


By Jennifer Dyck 
Vernon Morning Star, Sun. May 28, 2006 

Father Steven Basarab just happened to be in St. Josaphat’s Ukrainian 
Catholic Church Tuesday evening when he heard the crash and saw the 
shattering of glass spread down the aisle. 

Being the third act of vandalism to the 40th Avenue church windows in 
the past month, his frustration over the destruction turned to adrenaline. 
"1 opened the door and saw four teenagers running across the field. 

“The adrenaline just kicked in and I started chasing after them, I was so 
upset. 

“But I’m no match and eventually I lost where they were.” 

Basarab has had enough of vandals using the windows in the cupola 
(dome atop the main building) as target practice. 

It’s $100 a pop to replace it,” he said, adding that the cost will increase 
as they replace the windows with something more durable. 

But vandalism isn’t the only problem. 

“One really bad one was one Sunday they were right on the roof when 
we were in church service.” 

One of the problems is a large empty lot provides an ideal hangout at 
the north end of the church. The other is that the side is secluded and the 
landscaping of rocks provides perfect ammunition for breaking windows. 

While the police have responded to calls, Basarab is frustrated that more 
of a presence isn’t made in the area. 

“Tm finding throughout this area there’s vandalism, it’s not just the 
church,” he said, adding that he’s also seen suspicious exchanges between 
persons in the area. 

“This may be petty, but still, it’s not right. 

“Whatever happened to law and order, things are getting ridiculous.” 

Gord Molendyk, with the Safe Communities Unit, said although it’s 
sad that the church is being targeted, resources just won’t allow an area 
patrol. 

“Td like to put an officer out there but unfortunately we can’t.” 

Basarab’s other concern is that people in the area may witness the van- 
dalism, but are too scared to do anything. 

“You don’t have to do anything but you can still phone the police. 

“We can’t just turn a blind eye, we need to be neighbours again.” 

Basarab also says: “It is a sign that we’re lacking things to do for youth 
in Vernon.” 

With some attention to the situation he is hopeful the problem will cease, 
but if not he said the church won’t give up. 


Le nouveau gouvernement du Canada 


BUDGET 2006 


Focusing on priorities 


Tax Relief. Focused Spending. 


Debt Paydown. 


e Tax relief for all Canadians including 
1 percentage point off the GST and 28 other 


tax cuts. 


Focused spending to help families including 
child care spaces and the $1,200 per year 
Universal Child Care Benefit. 

Balanced budget and plan to reduce debt 


by $3 billion per year. 


Find out what Budget 2006 does for you, click 


LE BUDGET DE 2006 


cible vos priorités 


Réductions de taxes et d’impdts. Dépenses ciblées. 
Remboursement de la dette. 


Des réductions de taxes et d’imp6ts pour tous les Canadiens, 
y compris une baisse de la TPS de 1 point de pourcentage 


et 28 autres réductions d’impdots. 


Des dépenses ciblées pour aider les familles, y compris plus 
de places en garderie et une Prestation universelle pour іа 
garde d’enfants de 1 200 $ par année. 

Un budget équilibré et un plan pour réduire la dette de 


3 milliards de dollars par année. 


www.fin.gc.ca 


or call 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232) 

TTY 1 800 926-9105 (telecommunications device 
for the speech and hearing impaired/deaf) or 
visit a Service Canada centre near you. 


Pour tout connaitre sur le budget de 2006, visitez le 


www.fin.gc.ca 


ou appelez au 1 800 O-Canada (1 800 622-6232) ou au 
1 800 926-9105 (téléimprimeur, pour les personnes ayant une 
déficience auditive ou un trouble de la parole) ou rendez-vous 
au centre de Service Canada le plus prés de chez vous. 


Canada 


Росіяни втікають до 
демократичної України"? 


(Українська правда/Лнтерфакс-Україна) 
--В Україні зафіксований невеликий 
міграційний приріст поряд із природним 
скороченням чисельності населення. 

Про це повідомляє Держкомітет статис - 
тики в експрес-доповіді "Формування 
чисельності населення в 2005 році". 

Зокрема, Держкомстат відзначає той 
факт, що вперше за останні 11 років Укра- 
їна мала позитивне міграційне сальдо. 

У 2005 році в Україну на постійне місце 
проживання з інших країн прибуло 39,6 
тисяч осіб, виїхало - 35 тисяч. 

Міграційний приріст населення України 
в 2005 році відбувся за рахунок мігра- 
ційного обміну з країнами СНД, сальдо 
міграції з якими було позитивним і склало 
11,6 тисяч осіб. 

З іншими країнами міграційне сальдо 
продовжує бути негативним - 7 тисяч осіб. 
Найінтенсивний міграційний обмін зафік- 
совано між Україною і Росією. 

Торік тільки в Києві й Севастополі 
Держкомстат зафіксував збільшення чи- 
сельності населення - за рахунок переви-- 


щення позитивного сальдо міграції над 
природним скороченням. 

Держкомстат також відзначає, що в 2005 
році в Україні продовжилося скорочення 
чисельності населення, яке почалося в 1993 
році. 

У 2005 році кількість жителів України 
зменшилася на 351,3 тисяч осіб, що в по- 
рівнянні з 2004 роком більше на 9,7 тисяч. 

Загальне скорочення чисельності Hace— 
лення відбувається винятково за рахунок 
природного скорочення - 355,9 тисяч осіб, 
при відносно незначному міграційному 
прирості - 4,6 тисяч. 

Протягом 2005 року в Україні наро- 
дилося 426,1 тисяч осіб, а вмерло 782 тися-- 
чі жителів. Традиційно рівень народжува-- 
ності вищий в західних регіонах України 1 
найнижчий - у північних і східних областях. 

Найвищий рівень смертності зафіксова- 
ний у Чернігівській (21,6 померлих на 1000 
населення), Сумській (19,39) i Полтав- 
ській (18,9%) областях, що пояснюється 
проживанням у цих регіонах великої 
кількості осіб літнього віку. 


"Ясний сокіл" Каськів 
обезголовив "Пору" 


(Українська правда/УНІАН)- Лідер 
партії "Пора" Владислав Каськів подав у 
відставку з посади голови політради партії. 
Про це він повідомив на прес-конференції 
18 березня в Києві. 

"Сьогодні це доконаний факт", - сказав він. 

За словами Каськіва, це рішення базу-- 
ється на незадовільних результатах партії 
на останніх парламентських виборах. 

"Політика має бути відповідальною", - 
наголосив він. 

При цьому Каськів додав, що це не озна- 
чає його відхід від діяльності партії, він хо- 
че сконцентрувати свою роботу на рефор-- 


муванні "Пори". 

Як відомо, Громадянський блок ПОРА- 
ПРП, до якого входила партія "Пора", 
здобув на парламентських виборах 1,47% 
голосів виборців, а у передвиборчих рек-- 
ламних роликах символом блоку був сокіл. 

Крім того, "Пора" припускає проведення 
дострокових парламентських виборів. 

На думку "Пори", партії і блоки, що 
перемогли на виборах, будуть "розділені на 
2-4 дрібніших політичних утворення". 

Причиною цього партія називає відсут- 
ність необхідного для стабільних партійних 
організацій якостей. 
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Торонто 


чу 


Аеросвіт Українські Авіалінії пропонує 


безпосадкові рейси літаками Boeing 767 
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Пентагон надає допомогу 
українській армії 


Руслан Дейниченко, Голос Америки 

Сполучені Штати допомагають рефор-- 
мувати українську армію. Військові KOMi— 
саріати країни отримують допомогу для 
модернізації системи призову на військову 
службу. Вона покликана наблизити укра- 
їнське військо до стандартів Північно-ат-- 
лантичного альянсу. Адже вже в осени 
цього року Київ розраховує перейти до 
виконання плану набуття членства в НАТО. 
Втім, у цієї ідеї з'явилися серйозні про-- 
тивники серед ймовірних учасників 
урядової коаліції. 

Військові комісаріати Чернігівської об-- 
ласті отримали 14 комплектів компютерної 
техніки. Незабаром їх об'єднають у єдину 
мережу та встановлять спеціально розроб-- 
лене програмне забезпечення. За допомо-- 
гою сучасних обчислювальних систем буде 
автоматизована система призову до 
збройних сил України, Офіцерський склад 
вже пройшов відповідний тренінг. 

Ця реформа здійснюється в рамках 
Угоди між Україною та США. Вона перед-- 
бачає технічну допомогу для переходу yK— 
раїнської армії з призовної системи на KOH— 
трактну. Незабаром такі ж системи з'яв- 
ляться в усіх областях. Лише на першому 
етапі проекту американська допомога 
склала понад півтора мільйони доларів, 
каже начальник Центру комплектування 
Збройних Сил України Сергій Чербунін. 
Надалі планується об'єднати бази даних 
військоматів та створити єдину глобальну 
інформаційну мережу. Система дозволить 
значно скоротити витрати на комплек- 


тування армії особовим складом. 

Інший проект фінансує перекваліфікацю 
звільнених у запас офіцерів. Центр пере- 
підготовки та підвищення кваліфікації ви- 
пустив перших 19 колишніх військово- 
службовців, які завершили навчання на 
курсах. Це - перша група військовослуж- 
бовців, звільнених у запас або відставку, яка 
пройшла перенавчання. Вони отримали 
свідоцтва "Керівник в структурі малого 
бізнесу". Цього року на базі лише одного 
центру планується перекваліфікувати ще 
60 військовослужбовців. 

Всіляку допомогу у реформуванні укра- 
їнської армії надає й Північно-атлантичний 
альянс. Генсек НАТО Яап де Хоп Схеффер 
пообіцяв докласти максмум зусиль для 
того, щоб Україна набула членства в блоці. 
Російські ЗМІ зазначають, що допомога в 
євроатлантичній інтеграції буде одним із 
завдань новопризначеного посла США в 
Україні. Київ розраховує вже восени ни- 
нішього року перейти до виконання плану 
набуття членства в НАТО і стати повно- 
правним учасником альянсу в 2008. 

Втім перешкодою на шляху може вия- 
витися внутрішній фактор. Рівень під- 
тримки членства України в НАТО насе- 
ленням залишається дуже низьким. До того 
ж один із ймовірних учасників майбутньої 
урядової коаліції Соціалістична партія Buc— 
тупає проти цього. Один із чільних діячів 
парламентської фракції СПУ Микола 
Рудьковський заявив, що його політична 
сила не підпише коаліційну угоду, якщо там 
йтиметься про вступ до НАТО. 


Буш приїде спочатку до 
Путіна, а потім до Ющенка? 


(Українська правда) Президент США 
Джордж Буш відвідає Україну перед або 
після зустрічі із президентом Росії Владі- 
міром Путіним на самміті "Великої вісім- 
ки? у Санкт-Петербурзі у липні. 

Про це пише британський часопис 
Economist, повідомляє Бі-Бі-Сі. 

"Було 6 добре, аби в Україні його при-- 
вітав повноцінний уряд", - пише видання, 
зазначаючи, що в Україні тривають полі- 
тичні чвари. 

Автори Economist також схиляються до 
думки про те, що урядова коаліція, врешті- 
решт буде створена на основі поєднання 
політичних сил, що підтримували конку-- 
рентів на президентську посаду під час 
"помаранчевої революції". 


"Виглядає, що вихід із цього глухого кута 
не з'явиться до кінця червня, даючи мож- 
ливість виконуючим обов'язки урядовцям 
переглянути умови надважливої газової 
угоди з Росією", - йдеться у статті. 

Утім, за словами журналістів, "є побо- 
ювання, що вона буде не кращою за THM— 
часову шестимісячну угоду, укладену в 
січні під шантажем із короткотерміновим 
відключенням газу, що призвело до 
збагачення дивної посередницької компанії 
на ім'я РосУкрЕнерго". 

Чу керівництво залишається загадкою, 
так само, як загадковими залишаються 1 
причини того, чому пан Ющенко дозволив 
отримувати прибутки саме цій фірмі", - 
зазначає видання. 


Звільнений губернатор 
влаштував Єханурову скандал 


(Українська правда)- -Звільнений з по- 
сади голови Рівненської облдержадмініс-- 
трації Василь Червоній вважає незаконним 
своє звільнення. 

Про це він заявив на нараді з адмініс- 
тративно-господарським активом Рівнен-- 
ської області, де прем'єр Юрій Єхануров 
представив нового губернатора Віктора 
Матчука, повідомляє "Обком" з поси- 
ланням"на»г Українські новини". 

Екс-губернатор зазначив, що підкоря- 
ється волі президента, який ухвалив рі- 
шення про його відставку, однак не може 
погодитися з формою i методами його 
звільнення. 

Він вважає, що президента дезінфор-- 
мували про те, що він так само, як його 
колега голова Київської облдержадмініс-- 
трації Євген Жовтяк, хоче піти зі своєї 
посади на іншу роботу. 

Червоній також сказав, що не може по-- 
годитися з неправовою формою його 
звільнення, тому що він був звільнений, 
перебуваючи у відпустці, і для юристів 
очевидно, що під час підписання указу про 
його звільнення не було дотримано норм 
законодавства. 

При цьому він не уточнив, чи має він 


намір оскаржувати в суді указ про його 
звільнення з посади губернатора. 

Червоній також заявив, що виступає Ka— 
тегорично проти призначення на посаду ry— 
бернатора Рівненської області Матчука, 
тому що вважає, що він пов'язаний 3 бізне- 
сом, що не сумісно з його новою посадою. 

У свою чергу Єхануров пообіцяв, що 
звільнення Червонія буде оформлено від- 
повідно до чинного трудового законо- 
давства. 

"Рішення, укази, постанови — це рішення 
про звільнення чи призначення, а що 
стосується запису в трудову книжку - це 
інші відносини - буває, що людина хворіє, 
буває, що у відпустці", - сказав Єхануров, 
повідомляє УНІАН. 

Він зазначив, що Червоній буде 
звільнений після відпустки. 

Прем'єр навів приклад, що він будучи 
головою Дніпропетровської ОДА був 
призначений 1 квітня 2005 року, і почав 
працювати на цій посаді 6 квітня, будучи 
депутатом, і тільки 12 червня після позбав-- 
лення депутатського мандату почав отри- 
мувати заробітну платню керівника області. 

За його словами, "тут немає колізії та 
порушень трудового законодавства". 
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Pro-Russian groups stage NATO protests 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Pro-Russian groups staged 
spectacular protests throughout Ukraine after a U.S. 
Navy ship had docked at a port in Crimea to deliver 
supplies for a planned NATO-Ukraine naval exercise 
later this year. 

The protests, led by the Progressive Socialist Party, 
an ultra-leftist and vehemently pro-Russian group, 
started May 29 in the port of Feodosia aiming to block 
the unloading of the ship. : 

But May 30 the protests spread to Donetsk, where a 
group of party activists had picketed President Viktor 
Yushchenko during his visit to the region to introduce 
the new governor. 

At a press conference in Kyiv, the party’s leader, 
Natalia Vitrenko, said “foreign troops had invaded 
Ukraine” and called on lawmakers to start the impeach- 
ment of Yushchenko. 

The Regions Party, the biggest group in Ukraine’s 
Parliament, later issued its own statements denounc- 
ing the exercise. The Communist Party, another pro- 
Russian group, also issued a statement. 

Although Vitrenko is known for her anti-NATO 
stance, this is the first time her small party has man- 
aged to stage massive protests in several regions at the 
same time. Also, the fact that the protests were imme- 
diately supported by much stronger groups, such as the 
Regions Party and the Communist Party, shows the 
action may have been coordinated. 

“This is a provocation,” Yushchenko said at press 
conference in Donetsk. “I am confident that this is a 
purely political action. I see no other reasons for it.” 


The protests underscore challenges that the central 
government in Kyiv will face while dealing with 
Crimea, Ukraine’s autonomous region, where all named 
parties had created a strong majority. 

Lawmakers loyal to Vitrenko, the Regions, the Com- 
munists and two other pro-Russian groups control 74 
seats in 100-seat Crimean Parliament, which is expected 
to vote later this week to approve a new Crimean prime 
minister. 

Russia has been seriously worried about Ukraine’s 
increasing cooperation with NATO, an alliance that it 
views as a military threat. 

Analysts said Russia may have been secretly financ- 
ing some political groups in Crimea last year to boost 
anti-NATO sentiment in the region where Russia’s 
Black Sea Naval Fleetis based. 

Viktor Chernomyrdin, the Russian Ambassador to 
Ukraine, said that Ukraine’s growing cooperation with 
NATO was one of the key factors that had been spoil- 
ing Russian-Ukrainian relations. 

But he added that Russia had nothing to do with the 
developing anti-NATO protests in Ukraine. 

The NATO-Ukraine exercise, Sea Breeze-2006, has 
been scheduled last year, but Yushchenko, due to his 
split with former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko in 
September 2005, had failed to win Parliament’s ap- 
proval for it. ; 

As three pro-Westemn, parties have been making 
progress in talks over the ruling coalition, the Defense 
Ministry said May 30 it had expected Parliament to 
shortly approve the exercise. 


Tarasyuk denies foreign troops in Crimea 


(RFE/RL)—Foreign Minister Borys Tarasyuk told 
journalists in Kyiv on May 31 that there are no “for- 
eign military units” on Ukrainian territory, UNIAN re- 
ported. 

Tarasyuk was referring to some reports claiming that 
a group of U.S. servicemen has disembarked in the 
Crimean port of Feodosiya, along with engineering 
equipment and construction materials brought by the 
U.S. naval ship “Advantage.” 

In particular, Interfax reported on May 30 that 120 
U.S. servicemen were staying in a Defense Ministry 
spa near Feodosiya. 

The visit of the U.S. ship to Feodosiya on May 27 
sparked anti-NATO protests in the city and a blockade 
of the port by several thousand people. 


The Ukrainian Navy’s press service said the Ameri- 
cans are going to build barracks, bathrooms, and din- 
ing rooms at a training range near Feodosiya. Ukrai- 
nian sailors will use these facilities during the upcom- 
ing Sea Breeze-2006 military exercise, which will re- 
portedly involve soldiers from some 40 countries. 

The deployment of foreign troops on Ukrainian ter- 
ritory must be approved by the parliament for each in- 
dividual case. 

In February, the previous Verkhovna Rada rejected a 
bill on staging the Sea Breeze-2006 exercise in Ukraine. 

Tarasyuk assured journalists that the government will 
make every effort to have a bill allowing the deploy- 
ment of foreign troops passed by the parliament before 
the planned exercise. 


New parliament convenes, sets deadline 


Cont. from P. 1 

Orange Revolution in an effort to 
bring the country closer to the Eu- 
ropean Union. 

If Our Ukraine fails to fulfill 
Tymoshenko’s dream of regaining 
her seat as prime minister, she will 
most likely switch to the opposition, 
and Yushchenko will have to seek a 
coalition with the Party of Regions 
led by Viktor Yanukovych — his 
former presidential rival. 

Such a coalition, with 267 votes 
in the Verkhovna Rada, would pro- 
vide solid support for its cabinet, 
provided that the two seemingly 
mismatched parties could adopt a 
consistent program. Both parties 
represent the interests of major oli- 
garchic groups in Ukraine, so in 


Russia ties gas to policy 


theory they could very easily agree 
on a set of basic economic reforms. 
But difficulties could emerge in the 
determination of foreign-policy pri- 
orities, as Yanukovych’s party is 


generally seen as Russia-leaning, in 


contrast to the Western-oriented Our 
Ukraine. 

But for Yushchenko, this coalition 
option is fraught with much more 
serious dangers than mere differ- 
ences of opinion on foreign policy. 
The Party of Regions, which won 
the March 26 vote, would most 
likely demand the post of prime 
minister. It is not clear whether 
Yushchenko would prefer Yanuko- 
vych or someone else from his party 
to Tymoshenko as prime minister. 

Under the constitutional reform 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Russia may agree to lower natural gas prices for 
Ukraine if the country scales down its pro-Western foreign policy, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, the Russian Ambassador to Ukraine, suggested May 30. 
The comment is the first made by a Russian official suggesting that recent 
natural gas price hikes have been politically motivated apparently to pun- 
ish Ukraine for seeking closer ties with the West. 


U.S. up, Russia down 


(Ukrainian Journal)— President Viktor Yushchenko, in his address to law- 
makers on May 25, singled out Ukraine’s relations with the U.S. as “strate- 
gic partnership,” while relations with Russia had been downgraded to “pos- 


sessing equal rights.” 


Ukraine has been calling relations with both, Russia 


and the Ю.5., strategic partnership since the country had won independence 
from the former Soviet Union in 1991, but that had changed last year. 


Piranhas found in Ukrainian lake 
(RFE/RL)—Naturalists have reportedly discovered piranhas living in a lake 
in Dnipropetrovsk region. The carnivorous fish are native to the Amazon 
river. They were believed to have entered Kasianka Lake after being dumped 
there by a local resident tired of keeping them as pets. It is not clear how 
many of the fish are living in the lake or how long they have been there. 


that went into effect in January, the 
presidential powers in Ukraine were 
substantially reduced to the benefit 
of the parliament and the prime min- 
ister. Since the Party of Regions has 
many politicians with great experi- 
ence in running the government dur- 
ing former President Leonid 
Kuchma reign, Yushchenko should 
think twice before handing the keys 
to the cabinet over to them. Such ex- 
perienced politicians could do more 
to diminish the role of the president 
in practice than the constitutional re- 
form did in theory. 

Yushchenko told the Verkhovna 
Rada May 25 that he will expect the 
new cabinet to embody his future 
vision for Ukraine. 

“The government should be made 
up of those who, as a single team, will 
ensure Ukraine’s development on the 
basis of European values, who are ca- 
pable of consolidating the nation, 
stimulating economic reforms, and 
respecting the rights and freedoms of 
the people’ Yushchenko said. 

However, the president could find 
these goals very difficult to achieve 
— not only because of discrepan- 
cies among the potential coalition 
parties but also because of the per- 
sonal ambitions of their leaders. 
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Citizenship should be a priority 


By Peter Worthington, Toronto Sun, May 21, 2006 
As the Harper government starts its second 100 days in power, the ques- 
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PRU continues to play the language issue 


By Oleg Varfolomeyev 

(Jamestown Foundation)—The Party of Regions 
(PRU), which strengthened its grip on Ukraine’s 
Russophone east and south after the March 26 parlia- 
mentary election, continues to probe the government’s 
weaknesses, challenging it on the sensitive issue of lan- 
guage. 

The PRU-dominated Donetsk regional council has 
followed the example of the PRU-dominated Luhansk, 
Kharkiv, and Sevastopol councils, approving regional- 
language status for Russian. (Ed. Note: Since this ar- 
ticle was written, Dnipropetrovsk and Luhansk City 
Council also followed suit.) The government, in re- 
sponse, threatened to come up with tough measures 
against all those who violate the constitution, accord- 
ing to which Ukrainian is the only language having 
official status. The government’s position is that the 
councils’ language decisions are a threat to national 
security, part of a plan to exacerbate tension in society 
and downgrade the status of Ukrainian. The govern- 
ment also argues that language matters are the remit of 
the national — rather than regional — bodies of power. 

The PRU, meanwhile, looks set to raise the issue at 
the national level. On May 17, the party’s governing 
body — the political council — issued а statement, “On 
the Protection of Constitutional Rights of the Russian- 
speaking Citizens of Ukraine,” promising to raise the 
Russian language issue soon after the new parliament 
convenes on May 25. In the statement, the PRU pledged 
“to continue to defend the right of people to think, 
speak, and educate their children in the mother tongue.” 
The PRU brushed aside the Justice Ministry’s protests 
against the decisions of Luhansk, Kharkiv, and 
Sevastopol on the status of Russian, saying that only 
the Constitutional Court is entitled to rule on language 


tion of what constitutes a “priority” and a “consensus” has become an | matters. Incidentally, the PRU has been among the par- 


issue. 
When Monte Solberg, the new minister of citizenship and immigration, 


ties blocking the election of new judges to the Consti- 
tutional Court, fearing that the Court might take Presi- 


appeared before the standing committee on a “get-to-know-you” basis the | dent Viktor Yushchenko’s side and reverse the recent 


tone was cordial but skeptical. 


constitutional reforms that diminished the president’s 


Solberg seemed a bit out of his depth when Andrew Telegdi, former | authority. 


chair of the committee and Liberal MP for Kitchener-Waterloo, asked him 
about a plan to revise the Citizenship Act, which has been on the order 
paper for years and was adopted unanimously by the House of Commons 
last fall. 

Solberg said other issues had priority, adding: “Citizenship Act propos- 
als are very divisive; there is no consensus across the country on them.” 

This outraged Telegdi, who said he’d been on the committee since 1998. 
Judging from presentations heard coast to coast “and in all my years in 
Parliament, I have never (seen) anything closer to a virtual unanimous 
consensus.” Of concern to Telegdi and some six million naturalized Ca- 


On May 18, the Donetsk region council voted by 122 
votes to three (with one abstention) to give Russian the 
status of regional language. As in the cases of Luhansk, 
Kharkiv, and Sevastopol, Donetsk deputies said they 
were guided by the European Charter for Regional or 
Minority Languages. The council not only ruled that 
Russian may be used in business, official documents, 
and educational establishments on a par with Ukrai- 
nian, but it also called on parliament to give Russian 


nadians is the fact that under certain conditions, their citizenship can be | State-language status along with Ukrainian. The coun- 
revoked and they can be deported by a secret cabinet decision without the | “i! said that the current constitution ignores the fact 


Amnesty report notes continued rights abuses 


Citizenship Act when they were in opposition and during the recent elec- | By Luke Allnutt 


right of appeal, as guaranteed under the Charter of Rights. 
To Telegdi and others this makes naturalized Canadians second-class 
citizens. He reminded Solberg that he and his party supported the new 


tion campaign. 


that Russian is the mother tongue for about one-third 
of Ukrainians, equating Russian to the many minority 
languages spoken by small communities inside Ukraine. 
Along with the PRU, the Communists and the radical 
left-wing Progressive Socialists in the Donetsk coun- 
cil supported the language decision. 

Official reaction followed immediately. Donetsk Re- 
gion Prosecutor Oleksiy Bahanets, who is subordinated 
to Kyiv, promised to appeal the council’s decision in 
court as soon as he obtains official documents on the 
matter from the council. On May 18, the cabinet gath- 
ered for a meeting to condemn the eastern councils on 
language matters. Deputy Prime Minister for Humani- 
tarian Affairs Vyacheslav Kyrylenko blamed “certain 
forces” for trying to “downgrade and practically fully 
exclude the state language from usage, rather than pro- 
tect minority languages.” President Yushchenko’s le- 
gal adviser, Mykola Poludyonny, went even further, 
warning of a separatist threat. 

The Justice Ministry was instructed to come up with 
amendments to language laws and regulations in order 
to toughen penalties for language-legislation violators. 
It was also decided that the next meeting of the Na- 
tional Security and Defense Council would be on the 
language issue. It may, however, take some time for 
the council to convene, as its secretary, Anatoly Kinakh, 
resigned last week. Kyrylenko apparently found it dif- 
ficult to explain, speaking on television on May 22, 
why exactly the elevation of the Russian language sta- 
tus in the eastern regions was a national security threat. 
“The state has certain principles, and state language is. 
an element of national security... very important for 
state institutes,” he offered. 

The language row reveals the lack of understanding 
regarding how deep the language problem runs in Kyiv. 
It has been ignored for years, and President Yushchenko 
continues to insist that there is no language problem at 
all, despite the fact that pro-Communist and pro-Rus- 
sian forces have been regularly using the language is- 
sue against the government in all sorts of elections. 
There has been no consistent policy of Ukrainianization, 
famous Ukrainian philosopher Myroslav Popovych be- 
lieves. Commenting for the website Forum, he noted 
that it is sometimes difficult to admit that the issue is 
actually about the “assimilation of the Russian-speak- 
ing population,” which has to be “logical and unforced,” 
but so far has been forcible. Media expert Mykola 
Knyazhytsky told Forum that the main mistake of the 
government has been imposing Ukrainian in those re- 
gions where it is traditionally barely spoken, instead of 
financing Ukrainian culture in the traditionally Ukrai- 
nian-speaking areas, such as Lviv. 


(RFE/RL)— Amnesty International on May 23 re- 


By not proceeding with the Citizenship Act, Telegdi told Solberg “you | Jeased its annual report on the global state of human 
have broken faith with those six million Canadians and everybody who | rights. 


believes in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.” He urged him to get 
some independent advice. 

Solberg’s parliamentary secretary, Ed Komarnicki, said a consensus was 
denied when the previous Liberal parliamentary secretary, Hedy Fry, was 
the only one who voted against changes. NDP critic, Bill Siksay, sup- 
ported Telegdi and urged that the government enact them. Borys 
Wrzesnewskyj (Etobicoke Centre) chided Solberg for giving more weight 
to Fry’s objection than to the four Conservatives who concurred. 


Telegdi subsequently issued a release accusing the Conservatives of tials since their colored revolutions 


The report’s findings were mixed regarding CIS 
states — a catalogue of continuing abuses with some 
progress. Russia was lambasted for a rise in racially 
motivated killings. Belarus and Azerbaijan both re- 
ceived criticism for cracking down on opposition ac- 

| tivists and politicians. And Ukraine and Georgia — 
countries that have improved their democratic creden- 
— were chastised 


breaking an election promise. He’s brought the issue to the attention of | ft their records on police torture. 


the Ukrainian Canadian Congress (UCC) which opposes the present revo- 


Amnesty International’s annual report notes that in 


cation process. Like myself, Telegdi wonders why Diane Ablonczy, the | 2005 in Russia there were at least 28 killings and 365 


respected Conservative citizenship critic in the last Parliament was ap- 


assaults motivated by racial hatred. Foreigners and Rus- 


pointed parliamentary secretary to the finance minister instead. Solberg | Sian citizens from Chechnya and elsewhere in the North 
was finance critic in the last Parliament. Of his many roles as an MP, none | Caucasus have been the main targets. 


has involved his present portfolio. 


Irene Khan, Amnesty’s secretary-general, says there 


Then there’s the case of Joe Taylor, whose father, a Canadian soldier, | have been many other disturbing signs in Russia over 
was refused permission by his commanding officer to marry his pregnant | the past year. 


fiance prior to D-Day. Joe was four months old when his parents married 


“We have seen the Russian government introducing 


in 1945 and came to Canada in 1946. He was deemed Canadian and given | restrictions against NGOs [nongovernmental organi- 
his own passport. The marriage broke up, and Joe and his mother returned | zations], clamping down on human rights defenders 
to Britain. He always maintained his Canadian citizenship, but has since | and journalists,” Khan said. “We have seen the Rus- 


been told he’s no longer a citizen. 

Aretired accountant who owns a condo in Victoria, B.C., Joe spends six 
months of every year in Canada, but is denied citizenship, despite the 
support and puzzlement of the parliamentary standing committee which 
heard his tale last year. 

His case will be heard in a Vancouver court May 30. His father re- 
married, and Joe’s seven half-brothers and sisters are Canadian. He only 
learned in 2002 that he’d lost his citizenship after he failed to request 
retention of it on his 24th birthday. Why? Because he did not know it was 
required. 

Taylor’s is one of many horror stories of people born in Canada prior to 


sian government totally ignore and refuse to take ac- 
tion against its own security forces in Chechnya, who 
have committed human rights abuses.” 

Russia’s apparent backsliding on human rights has 
caused many observers to question the country’s ten- 
ure as chair of the Council of Europe’s Committee of 
Ministers and presidency of the Group of Eight (G-8) 
leading industrialized nations. 

Judit Arenas, a senior spokeswoman for Amnesty, 
says Russia has taken some positive steps. She cites 


the 1947 Citizenship Act, who’ve lost their citizenship because at the time | President Vladimir Putin’s recognition of racism as a 
wives and children were viewed as “property” of their husbands, and with- | Problem during his recent address to the nation. 


out citizenship rights. 
Are you listening, Monte Solberg? 


But she adds that Russia should do more and should 
set a leading example on the international stage. 


“Russia actually blocked major resolutions at the UN 
Security Council on Darfur,” Arenas said. “It’s got a 
major problem on its doorstep in Chechnya, which has 
not been resolved. There are other issues in the 
Caucasus and it has to lead by example and actually 
clearly demonstrate that if it wants to be a global player 
[then] it must actually abide by the rules of the game.” 

The Amnesty report criticizes Belarus and Azerbaijan 
for their violent crackdowns on opposition activists and 
journalists. In Armenia, despite commitments made to 
the Council of Europe, conscientious objectors to mili- 
tary service still remain in jail. 

But what of Ukraine and Georgia, two countries that 
have improved their democratic records since their re- 
cent “colored revolutions’? 

The Amnesty report criticizes both countries for re- 
ports of torture and ill treatment by law-enforcement 
officers. 

Amnesty highlights reports that Georgian police have 
placed plastic bags over detainees’ heads and beaten 
prisoners with gun butts. 

However, the report points out that in both Ukraine 
and Georgia, senior officials have begun to address the 
issue. 

In Ukraine, the new government after the 2004 Or- 
ange Revolution changed legislation to allow state of- 
ficials to be charged with torture. 

And in Georgia, several high-ranking politicians have 
pledged to fight police abuse. There has also been more 
extensive monitoring of detention facilities. 

Arenas says Georgia has been willing to listen to rec- 
ommendations and implement legal amendments. 

“The problem has actually been that that message 
has actually not translated down to the level of law- 
enforcement officials, who are the ones who continue 
to torture and ill-treat people,” Arenas added. 

The report notes that police in Georgia continue to 
cover up crimes and detainees are often afraid to file a 
complaint for fear of reprisals. 
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GUAM creates permanent structure 


By Vladimir Socor 

(Jamestown Foundation)— Presidents Ilham Aliyev 
of Azerbaijan, Mikheil Saakashvili of Georgia, 
Vladimir Voronin of Moldova, and Viktor Yushchenko 
of Ukraine met on May 23 in Kyiv for another effort to 
revitalize the GUAM group of countries. Lithuanian 
President Valdas Adamkus attended as well, in line with 
his country’s active role in Baltic-Black Sea initiatives. 
Adamkus expressed his “deep conviction that our coun- 
tries will ultimately meet inside the Euro-Atlantic or- 
ganizations as members”. 

GUAM’s previous summit, held in April 2005 in 
Chisinau and dubbed the “GUAM revival summit,” fell 
short of that aim, despite the Moldovan chairmanship’s 
diligent efforts during the intervening year. Ukraine 
took over the rotating chairmanship at this summit. 

The Kyiv summit formally institutionalized GUAM 
and turned it from a group of countries into an interna- 
tional organization, henceforth renamed “Organization 
for Democracy and Economic Development — 
GUAM.” The summit’s Declaration reaffirms the coun- 
tries’ known goals as “the creation of a regional space 
of democracy, security, and stable economic and social 
development,” a determination to pursue their common 
European choice, and to pursue policies to strengthen 
relations with the European Union and NATO. 

The presidents signed the Organization’s charter (to 
be ratified by the four parliaments) and created new 
policy-making and executive bodies. These are: the 
Council of Heads of State, Council of Ministers of 
Foreign Affairs, and Council of National Coordinators 
(these are deputy ministers responsible for implemen- 
tation of GUAM policy decisions within the respec- 
tive national governments). These Councils are to meet 
at annual, six-month, and three-month intervals, respec- 
tively. The presidents also approved the creation of the 
Organization’s Permanent Secretariat, based in Kyiv. 

In addition, the Organization plans to develop a mu- 
tually accessible database on terrorism, organized 
crime, drug trafficking, and related challenges. This 
“virtual information center” shall be mutually acces- 
sible to the four countries’ intelligence and law-enforce- 
ment agencies. Further plans for institutionalization 
envisage a GUAM energy security council to be cre- 

ated within one month, according to Ukrainian Fuel 
and Energy Minister Ivan Plachkov. If so, this council 
would need a more effective Ukrainian minister than 
Plachkov, who has lost credibility within Ukraine and 
internationally through mismanagement — along with 


Naftohaz Ukrainy chairman Oleksiy Ivchenko — of 
Kyiv’s energy policy. 

The new Organization is open — as was the GUAM 
group — to accession by countries that share the 
organization’s goals. During the summit, Voronin sug- 
gested that Romania and Bulgaria could be the most 
suitable candidate countries. Their accession would sub- 
stantially increase the Organization’s ability to promote 
security and energy transport initiatives in the Black 
Sea region. 

The presidents signed a protocol on entry into force 
of the earlier agreement to create a GUAM Free-Trade 
Zone throughout the four countries’ territories. Accord- 
ing to Yushchenko, the free-trade zone is “in effect as 
of today de jure and will go into effect de facto in no 
more than 30 days.” While recognizing that the free- 
trade zone “will not work without unification of tariff 
policies and customs procedures,” Yushchenko unre- 
alistically expressed optimism that this can be done by 
the member countries within one month and instructed 
Ukraine’s customs and border guard services to do so 
within that timeline. 

At the same time, Minister of Foreign Affairs Borys 
Tarasyuk reserved Ukraine’s option to join the Single 
Economic Space (SES) of Russia, Belarus, and 
Kazakhstan, in the admittedly unlikely event that the 
SES ultimately creates a free-trade zone. Tarasyuk’s 
caution makes sense, because access to the Russian 
market is incomparably more important to Ukraine than 
access to GUAM markets. It seems far from clear, in 
any case, how Kyiv’s abiding interest in the SES can 
be reconciled with the GUAM free-trade zone project 
or with preferences on European Union markets, which 
all GUAM countries seek. 

For his part, Voronin proposed that the Secretariat 
be tasked with preparing an agreement on the 
Organization’s cooperation with the EU. Such an agree- 
ment should focus on developing energy and transport 
projects. 

In his speech to the summit, Saakashvili underscored 
the political expectations attached to the GUAM Or- 
ganization and to interact with the West on that basis: 
“This is necessary economically and vitally necessary, 
like the air, politically. Such meetings help our coun- 
tries to become part of the democratic world, of the 
civilized system of international relations.” GUAM may 
indeed be a case in which such intangible — though 
real — benefits outweigh the quantifiable — though 
elusive — ones. 


Pro-Western groups agree on NATO policy 


(Ukrainian Journal)—Three pro-Western parties, 
which are expected to form the government in Ukraine, 
made an important progress on a key foreign policy 
issue of joining NATO, a negotiator said May 28. 

Our Ukraine, the Socialist Party and a group led by 
former Prime Minister Yulia Tymoshenko that control 
Parliamentary majority have so far been split on the 
issue of NATO. 

But at a meeting on May 28, the parties agreed in 
principle that Ukraine may join NATO after a referen- 
dum, Vasyl Onopenko, a Tymoshenko group negotia- 
tor, said in an interview with NTN television. 

The agreement removes an important hurdle in talks 
between the three parties that will probably speed up 
the creation of the new government, analysts said. 

The progress comes as the parties have pledged on 
May 25 to sign the coalition agreement by June 7 to 
end more than two months of talks following the March 
26 general election. 

NATO has been remaining as one of the few issues 
that had been dividing the parties, while others include 
allowing land in Ukraine to be freely traded starting in 
2007. 

President Viktor Yushchenko has been pushing hard 


for Ukraine’s quick accession to NATO, possibly as 
fast as in 2008. Yushchenko said earlier this month the 
coalition must раує а consolidated position towards the 
NATO before the new government is formed. 

But the issue has been dividing the country. Many 
Ukrainians, echoing Soviet-era propaganda depicting 
NATO as an aggressive military bloc, have been cau- 
tious about Ukraine’s speedy accession to the alliance. 

The Socialist Party, reflecting such concerns from 
their mostly elderly voters in rural regions, has been 
steadily resisting the plans. One Socialist party activist 
warned May 26 the issue may even undermine the coa- 
lition agreement. 

But the progress shows the parties have managed to 
find a compromise on one of the most sensitive issues, 
suggesting similar, compromises may be reached on 
other issues, such as the'land reform. 

Ukraine’s plans for joining NATO underscore the 
country’s rapid turnaround of its foreign policy away from 
close military and defense cooperation with Russia. 

Russia, which views NATO as a military threat, has 
been vehemently opposing Ukraine’s quick accession 
to the alliance, but the issue is backed by the U.S. and 
NATO leadership. 


Yushchenko OKs Plakida as new Crimean PM 


(Ukrainian Journal) - President Viktor Yushchenko 
May 29 gave a preliminary approval to the appoint- 
ment of Viktor Plakida, the director of a regional power 
company, as the prime minister of Crimea, Ukraine’s 
autonomous republic. 

Plakida was picked following days of consultations 
between Yushchenko and Anatoliy Hrytsenko, the 
speaker of Crimean Parliament, in a compromise as 
Kyiv seeks to ease tensions with the region dominated 
by ethnic Russians. 

“The president and the speaker expressed confidence 
that relations between Crimean and central govern- 
ments must be based on a mutual trust,” Yushchenko’s 
press service said. “This would help social and eco- 
nomic development of all regions.” 

The developments come less than two weeks after a 
group loyal to former Prime Minister Viktor Yanukovych 
joined forces with four other parties to create а 74-strong 
majority in 100-seat Crimean Parliament. 


The majority; ‘dominated by parties that have been 
campaigning on a pro-Russian platform, had quickly 
reshuffled the leadership of Parliament and pledged to 
appoint a loyalist to the post of the prime minister. 

The position of the prime minister is crucial to 
whether the region will continue to challenge the cen- 
tral government in Kyiv by seeking a greater autonomy 
or even supporting separatism. 

Apparently concerned over the rising tensions be- 
tween Crimea and Kyiv, Yushchenko appointed 
Henadiy Moskal, a tough police general, as his repre- 
sentative in Crimea to supervise the regional affairs. 

Moskal already clashed with Hrytsenko-led party 
May 25 after reports had emerged that Parliament had 
been preparing to vote to approve a Crimean prime min- 
ister before getting an agreement from Yushchenko. 

Moskal warned he would sue the vote in court. The 
vote was postponed, but that had triggered an angry 
reaction from Hrytsenko. 
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Justice Reform, Finally 


The federal Conservative Party has proposed the following 
reforms to our system of criminal justice: those convicted of se- 
rious crimes will be incarcerated for longer periods, and people 
convicted of serious crimes will no longer be eligible for condi- 
tional sentences or house arrest. With respect to serious crimes 
involving firearms, such as attempted murder, sexual assault, 
kidnapping, robbery and extortion, there will be automatic jail 
terms of three to ten years, depending on whether the crime 
involves a first-time offender or a serious, repeat offender. Other 
aggravating factors include whether the crime committed involved 
organized crime or street gangs. Crimes where there will be 
mandatory jail time include serious violent and sexual offences; 
manslaughter, impaired driving causing death and crimes ema: 
ishable by jail terms of 10 years or more. 

For too long, it seems, the reform of the offender, accompa- 
nied by some particularly charitable views as to how such ге- 
form might be achieved, has been the focus of much judicial 
discretion in sentencing. The harm that the offender’s actions 
has caused others is frequently a secondary consideration. Rais- 
ing the bar of deterrence will hopefully help to lower the numbet 
of offenders, plus assure the public that sentencing Is consistent 
with the seriousness of the crime. 

The Conservative actions are supported, across party lines. 
For example, Ontario Liberal Premier Dalton McGuinty said that 
he was “encouraged” by the legislation, which he described as 
“a good example of what we can accomplish when we bring a 
principles-based approach to a challenge before us, find com- 
mon ground and then work together toward a solution”. In my 
view, the Conservative government is admirably responding to 
public concerns that larger social interests, referenced to de- 
nunciation and deterrence of serious criminal behaviours, must 


now be a primary focus in sentencing. What is your view? 
SS EE Eee se ee 
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| ССУК - це добродійна, громадська установа, яка постачає 

| суспільні послуги серед української громади 

UCSS - a non-profit organization, responding to the needs and 
| interest of the Ukrainian Community 


_UCSS i is providing various services: 
г counselling and advice 
» information, referral 
e translation and interpretation 
е assistance to seniors and new immigrants 
¢ parcels and money delivered to Ukraine 
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WHERE YOUR PERFECT VACATION BEGINS 


10224 - 174 Ave 


780-415-5633 
Toll free 1-877-353-5633 
www.tourukraine.com 


Email:rjstours@shawbiz.ca 


| travel services to & within Ukraine, we have our 
own English speaking staff in Ukraine 


October 8 - 19, 2006 - Our annual Country Music Tour to 


Nashville, Branson, Memphis and Dollywood. 
Escorted by В... Tomkins. OVER 3/4 SOLD - 1 WK LEFT TO BOOK 


November 27 to December 4, 2006 - Our 2nd annual 
Christmas Country Tour to Nashville & Branson - Country & 
Christmas Music and all the decorations!!! 


February 8 - 23, 2007 - Our 2nd annual all-inclusive tour to 
Huatulco, Mexico. 5 Star accommodation at the beautiful Gala 
Resort. Limited availability! Patricia is the Escort. 


February 26 - March 12, 2007 - Our annual all-inclusive group 
| tour to Varadero Beach, Cuba with 5 star accommodation at 
the Barcelo Solymar. Escort by R.J. 


March 9 - 29, 2007 - Discover South America for 21 days with 
| R.J.'s Tours. 


=dmonton,Alberta T5X 5W5 


We specialize in escorted group tours & individual 


| Robert J. Tomkins Ukrainian "Zabava" program 
| can be heard оп Winnipeg's 810 CKJS. 
і Thur. and Fri. 8-9 pm., Sat. 5-6 рт апа Sunday on 
Edmonton's 790 CFCW from 7-9 pm. 
All 4 shows on the internet 


я Go to www. tourukraine. com & click on "Zabava Show" 
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Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak, OSBM, conducts the Blessing of the Ground ceremony. 


Holy Cross Parish hold sod 
turning ceremony for new building 


(UkrNews/Holy Cross)—-Over 
150 people attended the Blessing of 
the Grounds and Sod Turning for the 


|| new building of the Exaltation of the 


Holy Cross Ukrainian Catholic 
Church, located at 90 Street and 153 
Avenue in Edmonton, May 27. 
The ceremony was officiated by 
His Grace, Metropolitan of Canada 
Lawrence Huculak, assisted by Fr. 
William Hupalo, Apostolic Admin- 
istrator of the Edmonton Eparchy 


| and Frs. Greg Faryna, Stephen 
1| Wojcichowsky, Antin Tarasenko and 


1| Don Bodnar. 


Soon to mark three decades of 


|| practicing the Byzantine liturgical 


tradition, the 285 families that com- 
prise the Holy Cross community 
have decided that the time is right 
to begin construction of a new 


=)| church building, incorporating the 
| existing structure, which has served 


аз а place of both worship and cel- 
ebration, as it houses an altar for 
church services and facilities for 
meetings and banquets. 

Several years’ planning and pray- 
ing led to the May 27 ceremony, 
when those who have persevered in 
their dream saw their optimistic faith 
meet with reality. 

“We could have given in to the nay- 
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sayers a long time ago,” says parish 
priest and pastor Fr. Don Bodnar. “It’s 
human nature to sit back and say it 
can’t be done; but, our parish is 
blessed with some people of real vi- 
sion, and their leadership never wa- 
vered. I’m proud of what Holy Cross 
has achieved over the years. We’ve 
become a real family, and like a fam- 
ily, we’ ve stuck together through the 
good times and the challenging ones. 
The result is that this time, human 
nature has given way to the nature of 
God in each of us.” 

“This church is not only a living 
monument to our parish’s faith,” he 
added. “It’s also a spiritual comple- 
ment to the material well-being that 
our entire province and city are en- 
joying.” 

The ceremony also launched the 
next fundraising phase for the build- 
ing and planning committee, which 
has successfully secured the initial 
funds needed to launch this project 
in earnest. Support has been com- 
ing in steadily, and now the Parish 
Executive believes it’s time to set 
the campaign into high gear. Their 
approach is a simple one: how of- 


нубмистом 


Spring otf 


ten, they ask, do we have a real 
chance to build a place of worship? 

The current Exaltation of the Holy 
Cross church was built in 1988. 

Construction on the new church 
began on May 16 and will be com- 
pleted in the spring of 2007. 

The new church will hold 500 pa- 
rishioners, and will feature a large 
choir loft and balcony, stained glass 
windows, a crying room, a banquet 
hall and several community meet- 
ing rooms. 

Total cost of the building will be 
approximately $2.5 million. 

Approximately $700,000 has al- 
ready been raised through direct 
contributions, pledges, sponsor- 
ships, perogy suppers, special events 
featuring dinners and silent auctions, 
raffles, 50/50 draws, garage sales. 

$80,000 was provided by the 
Community Facility Enhancement 
Program for renovations to the cur- 
rent hall. 

The design and signature roof line 
of the church will create a cultural 
and spiritual landmark for the area. 

The building committee is chaired 
by Garry Kokolski. 
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Holy Cross Pastor Fr. Don Bodnar and Metropolitan Lawrence Huculak 
stand by aconceptual picture of the new Holy Cross church. 


FILE PHOTO 


Pavlychenko dancers in Foam Lake, Sask, 2003. 


“Echoes of the Soul’ coming to Edmonton 


(Lastiwka/Pavlychenko)— Members ої Saskatoon’s 
renowned Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble and 
Lastiwka Ukrainian Choir and Orchestra will present a 
soulful tribute to Ukrainian song & dance in “Echoes 
of the Soul” at Edmonton’s Myer Horowitz Theatre on 
Sunday, June 18th at 2pm. 

The concert will feature best-loved Ukrainian songs 
interspersed with colourful, energetic dances from each 
group’s respective repertoire. Songs range from the pen- 
sive Dumy Moyi by Shevchenko, to the light-hearted 
Kurochka and Kolomeyky. Dances will represent vari- 
ous regions of Ukraine, from the broad Steppes in the 
East to the Carpathian Mountains in the West. Also fea- 
tured are creative interpretations of Ukrainian dance 
choreography in numbers such as Kalyna, a la Kozak 
and Arkan. Audiences will be delighted by the presen- 
tation of these songs and dances that flow seamlessly 
from one to another. The combined vocal-choreogra- 
phy numbers are brilliant amalgamations of song, dance 
and orchestra, as they display Ukrainian stage artistry 
in its highest form. Inspired by their emotional journey 
to Ukraine in 2003, “Echoes of the Soul” is a testa- 
ment of what it means to be ambassadors of 
multiculturalism beyond Canada’s borders. 

Established in 1967 by Lusia Pavlychenko, and un- 
der the Artistic Direction of Serhij Koroliuk, the 
Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble (PFE) has its own 


unique style and presence that continues to bring an 
exciting new edge to the Ukrainian dance genre. With 
Koroliuk’s vast knowledge and thorough understand- 
ing of Ukrainian Folk and ethnography, PFE has an 
expansive and entertaining repertoire with choreogra- 
phy from many different regions and time periods. 

For over 20 years, the Lastiwka Ukrainian Choir & 
Orchestra has been united by their love of choral mu- 
sic and Ukrainian traditions. Led by Artistic Director, 
Larry Klopoushak Lastiwka’s stirring arrangements of 
sacred and folk music, both traditional and contempo- 
rary have made them premier entertainers receiving 
rave reviews, for their unique and vibrant “bilyi holos” 
folk style showing remarkable enthusiasm on stage, en- 
hancing the melodies with their exuberant expressions. 

Experience the dynamic music and dance of the 
Pavlychenko Folklorique Ensemble and Lastiwka 
Ukrainian Choir and Orchestra in an unforgettable per- 
formance that will inspire Edniontonians of all ages to 
put on their red boots and dance! 

Tickets for “Echoes of the Soul’, Sunday, June 18 at 
the Myer Horowitz Theatre are $25 (adult) & $15 (stu- 
dent/senior) and are available at ТІХ on the Square by 
phone at 420-1757, Toll-Free at 1-877-888-1757 or On- 
Line at www.tixonthesquare.ca A 10% discount is avail- 
able for groups of 10 or more (advance sales only). 


Kalyna Country undertaking new initiatives 


(Kalyna Country)—The Kalyna Country 
Ecomuseum Trust Society is embarking on several new 
initiatives as the organization continues to make 
progress on its long-term development strategy and the 
promotion of rural east central Alberta for tourism. 

Most recently, the Ecomuseum Society was awarded 
a $20,000 grant under the province’s Agricultural Ini- 
tiatives Program for work intended to improve the pack- 
aging and marketing of Kalyna Country’s agritourism 
attractions. Some of this money has been earmarked to 
produce a detailed inventory of farms and 
agribusinesses that are either actively involved in or 
are interested in offering a unique agricultural experi- 
ence or product to visitors. A contract worker will be 
travelling the length and breadth of Kalyna Country 
over the summer months visiting and writing up sites 
for inclusion on a database that can be used in adver- 
tising campaigns and made available to individuals or 
tour operators coming to the region. Anyone interested 
in the possibility of being added to the inventory should 
call and leave a message on Kalyna’s toll free line, 1- 
888-452-5962, or email the volunteer organization’s 
office at info@kalynacountry.ab.ca. 

Kalyna Country will at the same time be significantly 
expanding its website with an educational component 
featuring the many historical, biographical, cultural and 
natural history articles that have been produced over 
the years by the ecomuseum’s Trust Society. Most of 


Former Ukrainian governor 
fights U.S. deportation 


(RFE/RL)—A former Ukrainian governor arrested 
in Florida last year has asked a judge to halt his depor- 
tation. 

Volodymyr Shcherban was accused of extortion and 
abuse of power in the Ukraine’s tumultuous 2004 elec- 
tion after he entered the United States in April 2005. 

The U.S. State Department has also alleged that 
Shcherban was responsible for a 2004 attack on stu- 
dents protesting the merger of three colleges in Sumy, 
where he was governor. 

The lawsuit filed on May 18 alleges U.S. officials 
have violated Shcherban’s rights and failed to verify 
alleged charges against him. 


these have been published in Visitors and Events guides, 
but are otherwise inaccessible unless you happen to 
collect the guides, as many people now do. However, 
by putting them on a website, students, history and 
nature buffs, as well as tourists with a passion for heri- 
tage attractions, will be able to read and print out the 
well-researched pieces to learn more about what makes 
Kalyna Country uniquely fascinating. 

Meanwhile, the 2006 Kalyna Country Visitors and 
Events Guide is already being widely distributed in 
Edmonton, across Alberta and in several niche mar- 
kets from Ontario to British Columbia. To meet con- 
stantly growing demand an additional 10,000 copies 
were printed this year, bringing the total press run to 
70,000. 

“As soon as people have seen the guide once, they 
faithfully look for it the following year, since they start 
relying on it to plan their daytrips and getaways,” ob- 
serves Vegreville-based publisher, Kevin Kisilevich. 
“That’s why the rack distribution program, which we 
started last year, is so effective. People are impressed 
with the publication and they often write or phone us 
to say it’s the best piece of tourist literature they’ ve 
ever seen. Of course, we continue to look for ways to 
make even better, but we are also developing other mar- 
keting ideas that can complement the impact of the 
guide or make people aware of its existence along with 
the Kalyna website.” 


Ukraine, Georgia criticize CIS 


(RFE/RL)— Ukraine and Georgia on May 25 voiced 
fresh criticism of the Commonwealth of Independent 
States (CIS) at a meeting in Tajikistan of the interna- 
tional organization. 

Ukraine’s Deputy Prime Minister Yuriy Melnik called 
for urgent reforms of the CIS, and for it to set “clear 
priorities.” 

However, he said Ukraine is not considering leaving 
the grouping of post-Soviet states at present. 

Georgian State Minister Giorgi Baramidze said Presi- 
dent Mikheil Saakashvili had asked his government to 
examine the value of the country remaining in the CIS, 
but he stressed that no decision has yet been made. 

Ukrainian and Georgian officials claim the CIS is 
dominated by Russia and is not doing enough to de- 
fend the interests of other countries. 


Poxsainian Dance Classes | 57 


From the semi-professional Cheremosh Ukrainian Dance 
Company to the Schoo! of Dance for children, Cheremosh offers 
an exceptional level of Ukrainian dance for all ages. All groups 
practice in Cheremosh’s new studio located at 4005 -- 115 Ave 
in Edmonton. 


Join the Journey Today! 


Registrations & Auditions: June 15 & 16, 2006 (Thurs. & Fri.) 
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Thurs. 6:00-7:30 pm Cheremshyna (Ages 14+) ed " 

Thurs. 7:30--9:00 рта Cheremosh — (Ages 16+ or grade 10) я 

Friday 6:00—7:00pm Chumak 1 (Ages 9-11) For More Info С : 
Friday 7:00-8:00 pm Chumak 2 (Ages 12-14) Telephone: (780) ення 
Thurs, 6:00 --9:00 pm у for School of Dance | Еппаї: contact@cheremosh.ca 
Friday 6:00-8:00 pm \ (Ages 4-12) & Adult Groups (18+) Website: www.cheremosh.ca 


Supported by the Vesna Festival of Saskatoon 
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LASTIWKA UKRAINIAN ORTHODOX CHOIR & ORCHESTRA 


NSEMBLI 


Saskatoon, Canada 
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Ukrainian Buffet 
every Sunday 
4:30 - 8:30 pm 


Beautiful Jacuzzi rooms 

Fully Accessible rooms 

Fitness Centre 

No charge wireless high speed internet access 
Complimentary Full Hot Breakfast Buffet 


ЗАЇ 


11727 Kingsway, Edmonton, АВ T5G 
1.800.661.9843  chateaulouis.com 


ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 


BOX 220 
PRELATE SASKATCHEWAN 
CANADA SON 2B0 
PH.: (306) 673-2200 
FAX: (306) 673-2635 
WEB SEARCH: 

ST. ANGELA'S ACADEMY 
A Catholic Boarding High School 
on the beautiful Saskatchewan 
prairies where the Ursuline 
Sisters and Lay Staff 
"EDUCATE FOR LIFE" 


Joseph Husak 
PHOTOGRAPHER 
472-1966 


e Family Portraits (in your 
house or location) 
¢ Weddings е Community 
Events » Conventions 
Graduations & Groups 
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РІЧНІ ЗАГАЛЬНІ ЗБОРИ 
ОСЕРЕДКУ УКРАЇНСЬКОЇ КУЛЬТУРИ Й ОСВІТИ 
в середу, 21-го червня, 2006 в 7-ій вечір 
вул Александер 184, Вінніпег 
ВСІХ ЧЛЕНІВ ЗАПРОШУЄМО 


OSEREDOK 
UKRAINIAN CULTURAL AND EDUCATIONAL CENTRE 
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Wednesday, June 21, 2006 at 7pm 
184 Alexander Avenue E., Winnipeg 
ALL MEMBERS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND 


+ Бл. п. Марія Александра 
Кучер-Прокоп 


В осьму болючу річницю 
відходу у вічність, 2-го 
червня 1998 р., моєї дорогої 
двоюрідної сестри, хрестної 
мами і тети наших дітей, 
Марії Александри, яку усі 
знали і кликали «Нуна», 
складаємо в Її пам'ять як 
нев'янучий вінок на Її моги- 
лу, пожертву на пресовий 
фонд «Українських Вістей». 
Вічна Її пам'ять! 


Двоюрідний брат Михайло 
з дружиною Богданкою, 
племінники: похрестниця 
Христя і Роман Кучер 


омяни, Господи, 
душі рабів Твоїх. 


З нагоди Зелених Свят 
УКОФ молитовно згадує покійних добродіїв, 
які за життя дбали за розвиток Богословії 
та за вишколення нових поколінь церковних 
провідників. 


Нехай Ласкавий Господь помяне 


їх у Царстві Своїм. 


ї 


Панахида за покійних жертводавців УКОФ буде 
відправлена в Оуквил, Онтаріо i у Львові. 


A requiem for the deceased benefactors of UCEF will take 
Place in Oakville, 


Ukrainian News/Ykpaitepki вісті, May 31 - June13, 2006, 31 травня - 13 червня, 2006 


Як зберегти зарубіжних 
українців? 


Валентина Одарченко, Радіо Свобода 

Проблеми існування та дослідження української 
діаспори розглянули україністи на міжнародній 
науковій конференції в Національному університеті 
«Острозька академія». 

Українська діаспора, котра була одним із вагомих 
чинників збереження національної самосвідомості 
українців, може зникнути, піддавшись асиміляції в 
країнах проживання. Що робиться i що потрібно 
зробити, аби цього не сталося - на ці запитання 
шукали відповідь учасники Міжнародної науково- 
практичної конференції в Національному універ- 
ситеті «Острозька академія», яка завершилась 23 
Травня на Рівненщині. 

Це вже друга конференція, присвячена явищу 
української діаспори, у якій, крім вітчизняних 
науковців, беруть участь україністи зі Словаччини, 
Польщі, Італії, Німеччини, Сполучених Штатів 
Америки. Більшість із них упродовж багатьох років 
тісно співпрацюють з Інститутом досліджень 
української діаспори Острозької академії, в 
основному це - нащадки емігрантів, котрі знайшли 
в собі духовні сили не тільки протистояти асиміляції, 
а й розвивати українську, зокрема, історичну науку, 
за кордоном. Чим вони переймаються сьогодні? 
Голова Товариства імені Тараса Шевченка в Сло- 
ваччині Микола Мушинка: 

«Тут довго існує кордон з Великою Україною, 
який посилюється, бо Словаччина увійшла до Єв-- 
росоюзу, а Україна поки що ні. Це впливає на свідо - 
мість, але все ж таки переважна більшість україн-- 
ців Словаччини знають, що наше коріння з вами». 

Тим не менше словацькі українці мають і свої 
видавництва, і своє радіомовлення. Саме завдяки 
активній діяльності культурно-просвітніх україн- 
ських товариств пряшівці знають навіть про історію 
древнього Острога - адже, як відомо, у володіннях 
князів Острозьких у середньовічній Пряшівщині 
було близько ста сіл; нині тут зберігається один з 
оригіналів Острозької Біблії. 

По-іншому складається життя українців Естонії 
- адже більша їх частина потрапила до цієї країни в 
радянські часи - розповідає Голова Товариства 
українців Естонії Віра Коник: 

«Естонці поважають українців, добре до них став-- 


ляться. Аби лишень українці так само добре стави-- 
лися до естонців. Вивчали їхню мову, поважали 
звичаї. Однак у тих регіонах Естонії, де мешкають 
багато росіян, українці не вважають за потрібне 
естонізуватися - вони зросійщуються,» 

Професор із Мюнхена Дарія Тетеріна-Блохина 
стверджує, що в Німеччині поступово створюється 
вакуум україністики: 

«Це відбувається тому, що старше покоління 
дослідників відходить, а ті, хто приїздить читати 
лекції з України, навчають студентів мови - але ж 
це неправильно, потрібно пропагувати культуру, 
історію свого народу, як це робив відомий німецький 
вчений, засновник україністики, мій родич Юрій 
Бойко-Блохин. Я намагаюсь повернути цю дис- 
ципліну до університету. Бо сучасні німці знають 
про Україну хіба що Te, що це корумпована країна — 
але якби вони приїхали сюди, то переконалися б, 
що українці інші, ніж вони собі уявляють, і вони 
здатні виконувати таку роботу, яку на Заході 
роблять хіба що за великі гроші, без винагород, які 
тут розкопки(археологічні) студенти роблять...» 

Президент Українського Історичного товариства 
Любомир Винар, котрий щойно повернувся із 
міжнародного конгресу україністів у Луцьку, видав 
у співпраці з Острозьким Інститутом діаспори серію 
книг з української історії та історіографії, і нині 
продовжує видавничу роботу. Він стверджує, що 
після помаранчевої революції влада в Україні 
набагато більше сприяє цим зв'язкам, однак проблем 
ще достатньо: 

«В Україні створено вже 10 осередків товариства 
в різних областях. У цьому році зарубіжні українці 
готуються разом з нами відзначати 140-ліття Ми-- 
хайла Грушевського та 425-річчя Острозької Біблії». 

Пан Винар вірить, що незабаром для зарубіжних 
українців настане час, коли Українська держава 
підтримуватиме їхні культурні почини та наукові 
дослідження реальними кроками». 

Конференція завершилась презентацією кількох 
унікальних видань - «Співпраця науковців України 
та діаспори», чотирьох томів Енциклопедії сучасної 
України, видання Фундації Івана Багряного «Україна 
в універсамі» та книги «Імена зарубіжних українців 
у Космосі». 


США коментують деякі 
українські питання 


Мирослава Гонгадзе, Голос Америки 

Щойно з Києва повернувся другий заступник 
державного секретаря США з питань Європи та 
Євразії Дейвид Креймер. Коментуючи факт 
тривання там коаліційних перемовин, він висловив 
погляд, що якнайшвидше формування коаліції та 
уряду — в інтересах України. Хоч Конституція 
надає українському парламенту місяць для форму- 
вання коаліції та ще місяць для формування уряду, 
пришвидшення цього процесу дало б можливість 
ефективніше вирішувати нагальні проблеми, вважає 
американський високопосадовець: 

«Наше сподівання і те, що я хотів би донести: щоб 
вони пришвидшили виконання цього графіка, 
пришвидшили процес формування уряду і не чекали 
усі 60 днів які надає конституція». 

Президент Буш попередньо висловлював бажання 
відвідати Україну, можливо напередодні саміту 
Великої вісімки у Санкт-Пістербурзі. Девід Креймер 
каже, що остаточне рішення стосовно цього ще не 
ухвалене Білим домом: 

«Не зважаючи на те, чи президент поїде чи ні, 
Сполучені Штати є сильним союзником та другом 
України і ми хочемо, щоб Україна продовжувала 
процес реформ, поглиблювала євроантлантичну 
інтеграцію. Цьому сприятиме формування нового 
уряду, але що стосується графіка президента - це 
буде визначено людьми у Білому домі». 

Що ж до того, що офіційні особи США почали 
більш активно критикувати Росію за використання 
своїх енергетичних ресурсів як засобу політичного 
тиску, то Дейвид Креймер пояснив, що позиція США 
у цьому питанні є послідовною: 

«Наш інтерес завжди був у стабільних енерге- 
тичних поставках, що йдуть з Росії не лише до 
України, але усіх країн регіону i до багатьох країн 


Європи, Росія є постачальником енергії до багатьох 
європейських держав 1 я думаю, європейці дуже 
зацікавлені, щоб Росія залишалась стабільним 
постачальником енергії. Наш інтерес також у 
пропагуванні прозорих газових угод. І виключенні 
будь-яких корупційних елементів у всіх країнах 
регіону. Енергетичний сектор у регіоні був джерелом 
корупції і ми сподіваємось, що Росія, Україната інші 
країни будуть пропагувати угоди, які сприятимуть 
прозорості, енергозбереженню та диверсифікації 
поставок», - зазначив Креймер. 

Американський дипломат у Києві представляв 
Сполучені Штати на саміті ГУАМІ - нового об'єд- 
нання за участі Грузії, України, Азербайджану i 
Молдови. Відповідаючи на коментарі переважно 
російських офіційних осіб, що присутність США на 
саміті свідчить про загострення конкуренції у 
боротьі за впливи на колишньому радянському 
просторі, Креймер сказав таке: 

«Зустріч не була ексклюзивною, це не була якась 
змова. До речі, керівники країн ГУАМ самі наго- 
лошували, що їх організацію створено не для того, 
щоб проти когось об'єднатися. I я вважаю, що вони 
це підтвердили своїм наміром створити зону вільної 
торгівлі, продовжувати демократичні реформи, 
процес демократизації в регіоні, як також наміром 
розвиватися економічно. Словом, я не бачив нічого, 
що давало б підстави вважати, що лідери цього 
саміту замислювали якусь змову проти когось. 
Навпаки я бачив, як вони співпрацюють між собою 
задля покращення ситуації в цілому регіоні і вважаю, 
що з цього скористають усі країни регіону». 

Дейвид Креймер також сказав, що не вірить, що 
ГУАМ створено заради того, щоб вона стала 
сурогатом Співдружності незалежних держав. 


~ Ukrainian Folklore Centre and seminar speakers. 


Another year of successful 
eraduate seminars 


(Ukrainian Folklore Centre) — 
The graduate student program in 
Ukrainian Folklore at the University 
of Alberta completed another year 
of its popular lunch-and-seminar se- 
ries. Begun in 2004-05 at the initia- 
tive of Natalie Kononenko, Kule 
Chair of Ukrainian Ethnography, the 
series allows students and faculty to 
share their research. 

This year Vincent Rees spoke 
about his research for his masters 
thesis. He is examining dance 
groups in Ukraine and how they 
modified folklore for the stage. He 
is also looking at the influence of 
staged folklore on Ukrainian Cana- 
dians. Mariya Lesiv also spoke 
about the werk that she did for her 
masters thesis. She discussed 
pysanka writing in Canada and clas- 
sified pysanka art into categories 
that range from the traditional to the 
individualistic. Katherine Bily 
spoke about pregnancy beliefs. She 
looked at traditional beliefs and be- 
liefs in Canada. Svitlana 
Kukharenko spoke about animal 
magic. In the summer of 2005, she 
collected beliefs about animals and 
the taboos associated with their care. 
She presented her research at the 
University of Alberta and also at the 
national meeting of the American 
Folklore Society. 

Roman Shiyan talked about 
Ukrainian Cossacks. Stories about 
Cossacks were collected by histori- 
ans, folklorists, philologists and oth- 
ers. Shiyan showed how collector 
interests and biases are reflected in 
their work. Andriy Chernevych has 
been working with the Local Cul- 
ture Project, a monumental inter- 


view effort conducted by the Ukrai- 
nian Folklore Centre and its French, 
German, and English partners. He 
is planning to use narratives found 
in this collection for his dissertation. 
Another event connected to the Lo- 
cal Culture Project was the debut of 
a film based on the collection. 
Andriy Nahachewsky, the principle 
investigator on the project, intro- 
duced the film and explained the 
work behind it. Natalie Kononenko 
presented her work with traditional 
religious stories that she collected 
in Ukraine, showing how these nar- 
ratives both reflect the growing in- 
terest in religion and help resolve 
changes in social roles that came 
with Ukrainian independence. 
Because technological issues are 
important to folklore documentation 
and preservation, several sessions 
were dedicated to equipment. The 
group enjoyed a hands-on demon- 
stration of a high-quality video cam- 
era purchased by the Centre and Pe- 
ter Holloway’s discussion of mod- 
eling techniques which create three- 
dimensional virtual replicas of folk 
houses and village churches. Peter 
Holloway also demonstrated the 
new sound file database which is 
available on the Ukrainian Tradi- 
tional Folklore website, http:// 
www.arts.ualberta.ca/uvp/. This da- 
tabase was developed with the help 
of Yue Zhang of TAPoR, the Text 
Access Portal for Research, and 
Svitlana Kukharenko. й 
The lunch/seminar series had a 
number of special visitors. Sogu 
Hong, who received his PhD last 
year, returned to talk about the 
Ukrainian Studies program that he 


Artist aims for Guinness record 


(RIA Novosti) —A 25-year-old artist from western Ukraine hopes to enter 
the Guinness Book of Records by producing the world’s largest oil paint- 
ing, Ukrainian daily Segodnya said May 26. “I want to paint the whole 
history of Ukraine, from the foundation of Kiev to the present day,” Во- 
man Bonchuk said, adding he intended to finish his enormous canvas — 
planned to measure 150 sq m — within a year. 


Businessman journalist gunned down 
(UkrNews/UNIAN))—Businessman Vadym Hudyk was killed in central 
Bila Tserkva May 24 with two bullets shot from a pistol in his own car. 
Hudyk was a prominent businessman, who was also known to written 
several expose articles for the Ukrayina Kriminalnaya website about a 
former Bila Tserkva prosecutor, Oleksandr Lupeyko. 


Sixteen survive elevator plunge 


(Ukrainian Journal) - Sixteen people, most of them members of the chief 
automobile inspection agency, survived a 24-floor plunge of an elevator 
at the Transportation Ministry after emergency brake system had switched 
on, Officials said May 29. 


is launching in Korea. Oleksandra 
Britsyna of the Folklore Institute in 
Kyiv spoke about her research in 
Ukrainian narrative. Oksana Lutsko 
came from Lviv to use the Bohdan 
Medwidsky Ukrainian Folklore Ar- 
chives and\ offered the group a 
Ukrainian perspective on Ukrainian 
Canadian song. Mykhailo Koval, a 
kobzar from a village in Ukraine, 

sang songs and answered questions 
about his artistry and about his ef- 
forts to preserve Ukrainian tradi- 
tions. Another bandura-related event 
was Andrij Horniatkevych’s presen- 
tation of Zinovyi Shtokalko’s re- 
cordings to the Archive. 
Horniatkevych provided biographi- 
cal information of Shtokalko, whom 
he knew personally, and discussed 
his artistry. 


11 


Curt launches new web site 


(CURT)— The Canada Ukraine Research Team (CURT) on May 19 
announced the launch of its bilingual (English/Ukrainian) web page 
www.canada-ukraine.org. 

CURT was founded in September of 2003 by groups committed to imple- 
menting effective inclusive education for special needs children in Ukraine. 
The founding and current members are: the Department of Educational 
Psychology, Faculty of Education at the University of Alberta; Grant 
MacEwan College and its Ukrainian Resource and Development Centre, 
both in Edmonton; and, the Institute of Special Pedagogy (ISP) of the 
Academy of Special Pedagogical Sciences in Kyiv. ISP is Ukraine’s lead- 
ing institution for research and training in special education. 

The purpose of the web site is to bring together, from all over the world, 
community leaders and researchers interested in inclusive education and 
contemporary practices that assist children with disabilities. CURT offers 
a forum in which new practices can be discussed, implementation strate- 
gies worked out and experiences shared. The site offers information about 
joint research projects and the exchange of faculty and graduate students, 
as well as links to the other resources such as applications for exchange 
and research grants. Projects in Ukrainian Sign Language, autism and fe- 
tal alcohol syndrome are already underway. While some other projects 
(e.g. on inclusion and Deaf Teachers Training Program) are under discus- 
sion. 

In Ukraine today the Ministries of Education and Social Protection are 
implementing many changes in favour of inclusive education. The needs 
are similar to those experienced in Canada during the 1970s and 1980s. 
By sharing expertise, Canadian specialists are helping Ukraine to set up a 
modern system of inclusive education. 

Organizations and parties interested in the work of CURT are welcome 
to join and become members of our group via our web site www.canada- 
ukraine.org. For further information, please feel free to contact our web 
developer at natalial@ualberta.ca. 


Edmonton Granite atte 
BGM 


MONUMENT BUILDERS BUILDERS 


OF NORTH AMERICA 


personalized designs 
serving Albertans with dignity 
for over 36 years 


Honour Your Family 
with a 


Work of Art 


Such monuments are available 
in various designs, styles and 
types of granite. 

All professionally manufactured 
in any price range that 
you may choose. 


Courtesy Car е Senior Citizen Discounts е Pre-Need Arrangements 
OPEN: Mon.-Sat.. 8:00 - 5:00 
11023 - 97 St. Edmonton, Alberta TSH 2МІ Ph: 425-6311; 425-6320 


Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian Education - A charity affiliated with 
the Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of Edmonton 


Marusia Petryshyn ( Secretary), Taras Bociurkiw (Director), Olena Tovstiuk (Treasurer), Deborah 
‘Walchuk (President), Marco Levytsky (President Ukrainian Professional and Business Club of Edmonton) 
Additional directors 2005-2006: Nestor Makuch, Maria Popiwchak, Boris Radyo, Joe Filewych 


» Serving Ukrainian Language and Culture 


Education through grants. 
Grants awarded 2005-2006 
Scholarships: 


Ukrainian Bilingual Language Association $500 
Bilingual Ukrainian Catholic Parents Society of 


Sherwood park $500 


Ukrainian Parent Advisory council Edmonton 


Catholic Schools $500 


Ivan Franko School Of Ukrainian Studies $1200 
Eastglen, М.Е. Lazerte and O’leary high schools 


Professional development grants up to $500 
awarded to teachers at: 


Dunluce school 1 
St. Matthew schools 4 


H. A. Kostash school, Smoky Lake 1 


Balwin Junior High School 1 


Spiritual Retreat of the Ukrainian Catholic Teach- 


ers 


» Ukrainian dictionary awards to students in the 
Ukrainian bilingual program Edmonton Public 
Schools 

» Captial City Savings Youth Leader Awards and 
Presentation 

» Supporting the development and distribution 
of Ukrainian educational materials 

e Purchase of Kolos, Christmas, Easter and varied 
Ukrainian stickers for Ukrainian language and 
culture instruction 

e Purchase of Alberta Ukrainian Dance Association 
Coloring books for Ukrainian Bilingual schools 

» Children’s Ukrainian Film Festival 

» Ukrainian Language Arts 10-20-30 Resources 

Web-site UKiP 

» Ukrainian Language and Culture Educators’ 

Think Tank 

» Thank you to Alberta Gaming and Liquor 
commision and to our casino volunteers. 


To volunteer to become a director please contact 
Joe Filewych at (780) 476-9933 or 
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Т-ий ряд зліва на право:Архиєпископ Юрій, Митрополит Іван, В. 
Леденко; 2-ий ряд зліва на право: І. Сушко, O. Даниляк, М. Шкамбара. 


Представники СК У 
зустрілися з 
провідниками церков 


Світовий Конгрес Українців прагнучи зміцнити зв'язок з 
традиційними українськими християнськими церквами, направив 
прохання про зустріч з чотирма митрополитами Української 
Католицької та Української Православної Церкви у Сполучених 
Штатах Америки та в Канаді, а також з представником Українського 
Євангельсько-Баптистського Братства. 

У середу, 29 березня 2006 року, делегація Світового Конгресу 
Українців на чолі з генеральним секретарем Віктором Педенком, у 
складі якої були другий заступник президента Марія Шкамбара, 
скарбник Ольга Даниляк та президент Конгресу Українців Канади 
Орися Сушко, зустрілася з представниками Української Православної 
Церкви в Канаді Високопреосвященнійшим Митрополитом Іваном та 
Високопреосвященнійшим Архиєпископом Юрієм. Зустріч відбулася 
у резиденції Архиєпископа Юрія в Торонто. У суботу, 13 травня 2006 
року, Президент СКУ Аскольд С. Лозинський та генеральний секретар 
Віктор ШПеденко зустрілися з Високопреосвященнійшим 
Митрополитом Української Католицької Церкви в Сполучених 
Штатах Америки Степаном Сорокою у його резиденції у Філадельфії 
(Пенсильванія). 

Під час зустрічей було обговорено питання про призначення 
представників від церков до Управи Екзекутиви СКУ, сесії якої 
проходять двічі на рік; акцентовано увагу на залученні новоприбулих 
до церкви та їх участі у громадському житті; порушено питання 
координації дій щодо української освіти в діаспорі, місійної роботи 
з емігрантами з України за межами США та Канади як на релігійному, 
так і на громадському рівнях і т.п. 

За статутом та традиційно СКУ забезпечує Церковній Раді 
автономне право у керівництві своїми структурами. Недавні 
персональні зміни у церквах вплинули на те, що Церковна Рада стала 
неактивною. Обидві Церкви погодилися призначити представників та 
працювати над тим, щоб оживити діяльність Церковної Ради. 

Очікуємо на призначення зустрічі з представниками Української 
Православної Церкви у Сполучених Штатах, Української Католицької 
Церкви у Канаді та Українського Євангельсько-Баптистського 
Братства. 


Руслана хоче натякати 
на щось уряду 


(Українська правда)- -Член фракції "Наша Україна", співачка 
Руслана Лижичко обіцяє бути присутньою на всіх засіданнях 
Верховної Ради, проте вже попередила, що одне засідання вона 
ймовірно пропустить. 

"У мене буде 23-го сольний концерт під час матчу "Туніс-Україна", 
- зізналась вона журналістам у четвер. 

"Я привезу дуже багато жовто-блакитної символіки і роздам всьому 
Берліну. Ми перетворимо Берлін на Україну", - сказала Руслана, 
додавши, що намагатиметься відвідувати всі засідання, "хіба що ви 
відпустите мене на якісь дуже важливі сольні концерти". 

Також вона повідомила, що дуже задоволена місцем у сесійній залі, 
оскільки воно розташоване "біля уряду - можна щось там натякати". 
Відповідаючи на питання, чим вона збирається займатися у Верховній 
Раді, Руслана повідомила, що має кілька проектів, не пов'язаних з 
культурою. 

"Не сприймайте мене банально, не думайте, що Руслана може сказати 
щось розумне тільки про книговидавництво або про фольклористику 
або кіноіндустрію, хоча про це я також буду говорити". 

"Мене дуже турбує наша зовнішня політика. Звичайно, я - за ЄС, 
звичайно, я - за євроінтеграцію. І звичайно хочу докластися 
максимально до благочинності і до молодіжної політики", - сказала 
вона, додавши, що хоче працювати в комітеті з євроінтеграції. 

"Не знаю, чи буду я займатися складними ідеологічними процесами, 
вибачте, ідеології мені вистачає в творчості. А тут треба намітити 
собі так проектів з 20 і дуже чітко їх реалізувати". 
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130-та річниця 
жорстокого злочину 


Оксана Бризгун-Соколик 

18-го травня ц.р. сповнюється 130 років з дня 
підписання документу, який мав замовчати на віки 
нашу мову: «Емський Указ». 

Цар Олександер П, боячися заактивної діяльности 
тодішніх українофілів, призначив імператорську 
комісію, завданням якої було подати рекомендації 
обмеження вжитку української мови в Україні. 

Комісія рекомендувала, між іншим, заборону 
українського друку в Україні та заборону ввезення 
з-заграниці українських книжок, журналів, брошур, 
вилучення зі шкільних бібліотек творів українською 
мовою та творів написаних українофілями. Радила 
на місця вчителів - українофілів дати вчителів 
москалів. Рекомендувала заборонити українські 
театральні вистави та читання українською мовою. 
Слова пісень в п'єсах мусіли бути переложені на 
інші мови... 

Цар Олександер був саме тоді в Німеччині, в місті 
Вмс коло Вісбадену, де 18 травня 1876 року підписав 
ці рекомендації. Тому і назва «Емський указ». Указ 
не розглядала Державна Рада, ані Рада Міністрів, 
отже фактично його видали не дотримуючить 
законодавства, 

Того ж року Михайло Драгоманов, який в 1875 
році з наказу царя був звільнений з Київського 
Університету та оселився в Женеві, виступив на 
Літературному Конгресі в Парижі проти Емського 
Указу та в обороні української мови в Україні. Це 
130 років тому. 

Сьогодні Україна незалежна. Вже, Богу дякувати, 
15 років. Українська мова, як державна, є 
затверджена Конституцією. А яка дійсність? В 
руках тримаю нову вартісну невелику книжечку 
«Лунає відгомін», видану у Львові, про працю жінок, 
колишніх політв'язнів. Тираж 200! Двісті на цілу 
Україну! Твори В'ячеслава Чорновола - тираж 3000 
на цілу Україну! А як з українськими журналами, 
часописами? А як з російськими? На Криму одинока 
українська газета «Кримська світлиця» ледви 
животіє з браку фінансів. 

У великих містах посадники - мери, говорять по 
московськи. Або не знають української, або 
пробують доказувати, хто тут господар... От для 
прикладу Луганська область, Міська Рада 
Севастополя, Харкова і т.д. ухвалили надати 
російській мові статус регіональної. Яке легальне 
право мали на таке рішення в державі, де мала б діяти 
конституція? Партія Регіонів хоче вимагати для 
московської мови статус державної. Її провідники 
навіть не намагаються говорити українською 
мовою, але мають претенсії бути в проводі держави. 
Якої - паде питання. Московської? То раді Бога, хай 
їдуть до Москви, ніхто ж їм не забороняє. Прикладів, 
на жаль, можна наводити без кінця. Як же-ж ми 
виглядаємо? Самі перед собою і в очах наших дітей? 
На презентації нагород конкурсу ім. Яцика в Києві 
мала дівчинка, яка дістала нагороду, шаслива іде зі 
сцени до мами і чуємо голосно на всю залю: Мамо, 
говоріть до мене по українськи... 

А в очах чужинців? Поводимося людям на сміх. 
Чи є хоч одна незалежна держава в світі, де би 
вживалася мова колишнього понемолювача? Чи на 
пр. у Франції могла би бути державною, або 


регіональною німецька мова? 

І це сьогодні в державі, де в часі попереднього 
комуністичного режиму Голоскевич заплатив 
життям за створення правопису, який по сьогодні 
вживається як найчистіший український, і це в 
державі, де попередній комуністичний режим дав 
Олексі Тихому за статтю «Роздуми про українську 
мову i культуру в Донецькій області» в 1977 році 
10 років таборів особливого режиму та 5 років 
заслання. Там, далеко від України, Олекса Тихий 
зустрів свою смерть. А все, що він хотів, щоб 
кожний учитель в Україні знав та шанував 
українську мову та культуру, щоб засоби масової 
інформації інформували українською мовою про 
культурні, наукові та інші досягнення українського 
народу, щоб... І він не один, що потерпів за те. 
Відвагу мав поет Дмитро Павличко, як там тоді 
написав вірш «Рідна мова» (уривок): 

Tu зрікся мови рідної. Тобі 

"Твоя земля родити перестане, 
Зелена гілка в лузі на вербі 

Від дотику твого зів'яне! 

Tu зрікся мови рідної. Нема 

Тепер у Тебе роду, ні народу. 
Чужинця шани ждатимеш дарма 

В твій слід він кине сміх - погорду! 
Ти зрікся мови рідної... 

130 років Емському Указу. Чи сьогоднішній стан 
- це його наслідки, насильне довголітнє 
«призвичаювання» українця до мови «братньго» 
народу? Ой, братнього!! А чи просто комплекс 
меншевартости, слабодухість та ігноранція 
побачити, до чого це веде? Хочемо мати крім латини 
ще одну «мертву мову»? Ліна Костенко сказала, що 
народи не вмирають від інфаркту, але від загибелі 
Мови... 

Але 1вдіяспорі не дуже весело. Найновіші прибулі 
часто користуються московською мовою, а давно 
прибулі люблять вживати мову держави, в якій 
живуть. І знова питання: комплекс меншевартости, 
лінивство a чи наслідки  довголітнього 
переконування, що наша мова менш важлива? 

Як часто повторюємо «Мова - душа народу». Що 
ж мизтою «душею» робимо? Крім вьсого, чим мова 
для народу, вона і середник комунікації. Світова 
Федерація Українських Жіночих Організацій 
зробила експеримент. На VII Конгресі СФУЖО в 
1997 році ми попросили делегаток з Німеччини, 
Франції та Аргентини на одній сесії почати свої 
промови мовами їхніх держав. На залі зчинився крик: 
Ми не розуміємо! Модератор сесії, дор Ніна 
Строката-Караванська, тоді зі сміхом сказала: 
Значить - мусимо розмовляти одною мовою! Як же- 
ж ми би порозумілися, як не всі тою самою - 
українською мовою. A в Україні? Мені не вірять, 
що не вмію по московськи, і врешті переходять на 
українську. Чому не відразу українською? 

Яка ж майбутність мові? Віра поборює все. Як 
Україна перемогла Валуївський циркуляр 1863 р., 
Емський Указ 1876 р., то вийде переможньо i зі 
зазіхань модерних яничарів. 

Вчімся ж ріжні мови, знаймо якнайбільше мов 
світу, але шануймо свою, бо тим шануємо себе. І 
тоді нас і світ пошанує. 


На Львівщині звільняють 9 голів райадміністрацій 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Подання про звільнення 9 голів районних адмі- 
ністрацій Львівщини зробив до Президента України 
керівник області нашоукраїнець Петро Олійник. У 
списку претендентів на звільнення ті люди, які не 
належать до партії «Наша Україна». Кандидатури 
на посаду керівників 7 районів Львівської області 
погоджуються у Києві. Вони уже пройшли 
співбесіду в адміністрації Президента. Що це полі- 
тичні репресії чи намагання поліпшити економічну 
ситуацію в регіоні? 

Про свій намір звільнити 9 голів райадміністрацій 
керівник області Олійник повідомив на колегії. Усі 
претенденти на позбавлення посад належать до 
Української Народної Партії, Блоку Юлії Тимо- 
шенко і об'єднання «Свобода». За словами голови 
обладміністрації Олійника, причина звільнення- 
низькі економічні показники по районах і зростання 
безробіття. Таке твердження керівника області 
заперечує голова Яворівської райадміністрації Рос- 
тислав Новоженець, який у списку претендентів на 
звільнення. За його словами, керівник області жод- 
ного разу не побував у районі, щоби провести зус- 
тріч з активом і ознайомитись з економічною ситу- 


ацією в районі, де працюють іноземні інвестори. 

«Ріст обсягів виробництва становлять 16 відсот- 
ків, в області падіння. Інвестиції на одну особу в 
районі 320 доларів, в області 153». 

Новоженець та інші претенденти на звільнення у 
діях голови обладміністрації вбачають політичні мо- 
тиви. Адже напередодні виборів голів райадмініс- 
трацій попередили, якщо блок Юлії Тимошенко у 
їхньому районі набере більше голосів, аніж «На- 
родний Союз «Наша Україна», то їм доведеться 
написати заяви на звільнення. Подібне попередження 
було, коли по районах обирали голів райрад. 

«Люди, які прийшли до влади в області, не мали 
наміру нічого змінити на краще. Вони не цікавились 
роботою, а лише виборами, вони не оцінювали 
об'єктивно роботу голів РДА і не намагались їм 
допомогти чи покритикувати, а займались своїми 
справами». 

Місцеві політологи зазначають, що «Наша Укра- 
їна» намагається запровадити в області однопартій-- 
ну систему, зміцнити позиції провладної партії в pe— 
гіоні. Натомість Олійник переконує, що він призна- 
чив цих людей після президентських виборів не за про-- 
фесійними якостями, а під тиском політичних партій. 
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Spalakh: UPA resistance 
in the Bereziv region 


Review by Will Zuzak 
Spalakh, by Michailo Tomaschuk, Kolomyia, 2004, 352 pgs. 

Nestled along streams flowing into the Prut River in 
the foothills of the Carpathian Mountains lie the four 
inter-connected Bereziv villages — Nyzhni, Seredni, 
Verkhni and Banya Bereziv — with some 6000 inhabit- 
ants. Following my stint as a Canadian Observer for the 
March 26 parliamentary elections in Ukraine, I had oc- 
casion to visit the village, where my recently-deceased 
mother was born some 99 years ago as Anna Genyk. 

While we were window shopping in Kolomyia (30 
km east of Bereziv), my first cousin, Lida Genyk, spot- 
ted and insisted on buying me the book, Spalakh, since 
she had been personally acquainted with its recently- 
deceased author and radiologist, Michailo Tomaschuk, 
through her work with the emergency medical services 
in Kolomyia. 

The book is a fascinating collection of inter-con- 
nected chapters highlighting the various aspects of the 
Western Ukrainian struggle for independence from the 
1920s through the 1950s with particular emphasis on 
the Kolomyia - Bereziv regions. To me, the book was 
doubly intriguing, since I had just recently been ex- 
posed in Kharkiv to the Eastern Ukrainian view that 
the UPA freedom fighters — and Western Ukrainians, 
in general — were “banderovtsi’”, bandits, traitors and 
murderers. Even exhortations by President Viktor 
Yushchenko, that the UPA be recognized as fighters 
for Ukrainian independence and be given equal status 
to veterans of the Red Army, are rejected by the Com- 
munist Party and the Party of Regions factions in the 
Verhovna Rada. 

Although the armed struggle for an independent 
Ukrainian state in 1917-1921 ultimately failed, it served 
as an impetus for future Ukrainian efforts. Western 
Ukraine fell under Polish occupation, the policy of which 
was to “Polonize” the inhabitants and suppress any na- 
tionalistic aspirations. The Ukrainians, on the other hand, 
did everything possible to maintain their language and 
culture — and to promote the idea of an independent 
Ukraine. From the remnants of old military organiza- 
tions, Ukrainians eventually formed the Organization 
of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) under the leadership 
of Evhen Konovalets in early February 1929. 

In August - September, 1931, there was a court case 
in Lviv against seven activists from Kolomyia for pro- 
moting an independent Ukrainian state. There were a 
lot of arrests and “pacification” of the countryside. After 
the assassination by Ukrainian nationalists of the Pol- 
ish Minister of Internal Affairs, Bronislaw Pieracki, for 
his anti-Ukrainian policies, there were mass arrests in 
the Bereziv region in June 1934. The struggle contin- 
ued. In October 1938, Roman Maleschuk organized a 
demonstration in Lviv of 20,000 against Polish repres- 
sions. However, the situation drastically changed for 
the worse with the advent of World War II. 

The Ribbentrop-Molotov pact, signed on Aug. 23, 
1939, contained a secret protocol to partition Poland. 
Germany attacked Sept. 1, 1939, and Stalin “liberated” 
Western Ukraine on Sept. 17, 1939. The Polish Army 
trying to escape to Romania was intercepted by the Red 
Army and about 130,000 were sent to Siberia. Some 
21,900 officers and generals were eventually executed 
at various ends of the empire. 

Arrests started almost immediately. After the NK VD 
“cleansed” the Poles, they went after the Ukrainians. 
There were mass arrests, executions and deportations 
to Siberia. In 1941, there were about 800 OUN mem- 
bers in the Kolomyia region. In late April 1941, sev- 
eral OUN leaders reported on the second meeting of 
OUN in Cracow, which elected Stepan Bandera as 
leader. They predicted war. German bombardment of 
Kolomyia started on June 22, 1941. 

After the flight of the Bolsheviks and arrival of the 
Hungarian army, the OUN leadership committed a fa- 
tal mistake in that all OUN members came out into the 
open, legalized themselves and started rebuilding their 
lives. They massively celebrated the proclamation of 
Ukrainian Independence on June 30, 1941. They were 
shocked, when Bandera and the OUN leadership were 
arrested and sent to German concentration camps. 

The final crash of illusions came with the Aug. 1, 
1941 absorption of Halychyna into the General- 
Gouvernment by the German regime. On Aug. 14,1941, 
the Germans arrested the OUN leadership and 200 of 
its members in Stanislaviv (now Ivano-Frankivsk). 
Surprisingly, arrests in Kolomyia did not start until Feb. 
5, 1942, with the arrests of 20 men and 8 girls. After 
inhuman torture, 52 arrested people, were executed 
Nov. 27, 1942 in a field near the village of Yahilnitsi. 

The disillusionment and bitterness of the Ukraini- 
ans is illustrated in the following quote: 

“After the explosion of the German-Bolshevik war, 
our territory right up to the Dnister River was occu- 
pied by the Hungarian Army. The military leadership 


— the German and particularly the Hungarian — at 
the beginning of the war supported the concept of na- 
tional independence of Ukraine, and even to very large 
regions to the East — up to the Volga. That promoted 
optimism. Unfortunately, not for long. Soon the insane 
politics of Hitler negated not only all the hopes of Ukrai- 
nians, but the proposals of the more intelligent circles 
in Germany.” 

The German occupation had turned into a nightmare 
very quickly. They demanded half of all food prod- 
ucts. Young people were rounded up and sent to Ger- 
many to work as Ost Arbeiter. There were major re- 
pressions and executions of Ukrainians and Jews. 

The Ukrainian response was to create the UPA — 
the Ukrainian Insurgent Army — to fight the German 
occupation and try to protect the Ukrainian people. 

The Red Army returned to Kolomyia on Match 28, 
1944. The Soviets conscripted about half the men from 
18 to 55 and sent them as human minesweepers and 
cannon fodder against the Germans. In August 1944, 
the front moved west (towards the Bereziv villages). 

Most of the material in the book, Spalakh, relates to 
this period. For example, on June 14, 1945 the KGB 
arrested 80 women in Debeslavtsi and tortured them to 
reveal UPA personnel. Similar atrocities in other loca- 
tions are described. By 1953, in the 10- -year battle with 
Bolshevism, the Bereziv villages had sacrificed over 
250 of their better daughters and sons to the grave, some 
200 to the concentration camps, and over 80 families 
to the frozen Siberian tundra. 

By 1947, Oleksandra Payevska, pseudonym 
“Orysia”, had become the courier for the UPA leader- 
ship of the Bukovyna and Kolomyia regions. The iso- 
lated schoolhouse in Babyn, where she taught and lived 
with her two boys and mother,\served as an UPA hide- 
out. In April 1950, UPA counter-intelligence learned 
that her identity had been discovered and that the 
Chekists were preparing for her arrest. On the May 1 
holiday weekend, she gave away her youngest 10-year- 
old son, Andrij, to strangers and with her elder 14-year- 
old son, Yurij, disappeared into the UPA underground. 

Ina letter written in July 1950 and delivered via the 
underground, she described her new illegal status deep 
within the forests and streams of the Carpathian Moun- 
tains as “Sitting here, where the devil says good night 
and making use of the ice water and sun”. To her rela- 
tives, she wrote: 

“Dearest Mother, Father, Uncle and son: 

“Tt is difficult. But there must be such people as us. 
You may ask why I, in particular, took this path? Once 
more I repeat: I chose this path long ago. Since last fall, 
I know nothing about you. I also know nothing about 
Yurij [“Zhuk”], but he is probably alive. As for little 
Andriko, it does not matter to me how you “Christianed” 
him. If possible, let him study. If someone would like 
to adopt him, then give him away. I will not reclaim 
him. Because it is most likely that you will never again 
see either me or Yurko. These are not just words in the 
wind, or some sort of dark thoughts, but the reality — 
and please take this into account in your life plans. Be 
healthy and do not feel sorry for me.” 

And to her 10-year-old son, Andrij, she continued: 

“Son, be polite and obedient, pray for Yurko. Re- 
member, that the most important thing in life is study 
— knowledge. Therefore use every minute to learn 
something. Learn farming, learn to cook, learn to sew 
— it will be useful in life. Read! Watch your health, 
because in a healthy body is a healthy soul. If you re- 
main with Grandmother, then take care of her, be good 
to her and God will not abandon you. And know that 
those of my friends who remain alive will be interested 
in you. Because I, probably, will not return. Although 
hope supports us all. Maybe we will yet see each other.” 

But it was not to be. Because of the work of a super- 
traitor, Roman Tuchak, “Kirov”, on June 25, 1952 a large 
number of UPA members. were either killed or captured 
by the NKVD. Among the captured were "Огузіа", and 
her son Yurij Payevsky, “Zhuk’. They were imprisoned 
and questioned under torture for seven months in Ivano- 
Frankivsk. On Jan 21, 1953 a military court sentenced 
“Orysia” to be shot; “Zhuk” was sentenced to 25 years 
imprisonment. Thus, mother and son saw, but were not 
allowed to speak to each other, one last time. On April 
8, 1953, Payevska, along with some 60 other UPA mem- 
bers, was shot — burial place unknown. 

‘The spirit of "Огузіа" from Nyzhni Bereziv reflects 
the aspirations of hundreds of thousands of her com- 
patriots, who fought for freedom from the Polish, Ger- 
man and Soviet occupations — and for an independent 
Ukraine. I would suggest that every deputy in the 
Verkhovna Rada — including those from the Party of 
Regions and the Communist Party — has a duty to rec- 
ognize her and the UPA as true Ukrainian patriots. Oth- 
erwise, the deputies themselves could be labeled as 
“enemies of the Ukrainian people”. 
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Kobzar’s Children: 
A Century of Untold 
Ukrainian Stories 


Edited by Marsha Skrypuch 

The kobzars were the blind minstrels of Ukraine, who memorized the 
epic poems and stories of 100 generations. Traveling around the country, 
they stopped in towns and villages along the way, where they told their 
tales and were welcomed by all. During the early years of Stalin’s regime 
in the USSR, the kobzars wove their traditional stories with contemporary 
warnings of Soviet repression, famine, and terror. When Stalin hard of it, 
he called the first conference of kobzars in Ukraine. Hundreds congre- 
gated. Then Stalin had them murdered. As the storytellers of Ukraine died, 
so too did their stories. 

Kobzar’s Children is an anthology of short historical fiction, memoirs, 
and poems written about the Ukrainian immigrant experience. The stories 
span a century of history from 1905 to 2004, and they contain the voices 
of people who lived through internment as “enemy aliens” homesteading, 
famine, displacement, concentration camps, and this new century’s Or- 
ange Revolution. 

More then a collection, it is a social document that revives memories 
once deliberately forgotten. 

» A century of untold stories and Ukrainian history 

» Supported by the Shevchenko Foundation 

All royalties from the sale of this book will be donated to the Ukrainian 
Civil Liberties Association. 
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Beaton to miss World Cup| Ukraine fac 


Ukraine suffered a World Cup blow as versatile defender Sergiy Fedorov 
was forced to pull out with a hip injury, May 22. 

“According to Dynamo Kyiv’s head coach Anatoly Demyanenko, he 
will need three months to recover,” said a statement on 31-year-old 
Fedorov’s club website, reported Reuters. 

Ukraine already have injury concerns over striker Andriy Shevchenko, 
who has a knee injury, and goalkeeper Oleksandr Shovkovsky, who has a 
neck problem. 

But both have been named in the 23-man squad for Ukraine’s World 
Cup debut. 

Shevchenko damaged his knee earlier this month in Serie A action for 
AC Milan against Parma but is optimistic he will be fit to lead his country’s 
line in Germany. 

“As far aS my injury is concerned, I’m hoping I can resume training 
soon and be in proper condition for the tournament,” he told Russia’s RIA 
news agency. 

Ukraine, who are in the same group as Spain, Saudi Arabia and Tunisia, 
have embarked on a training camp in Turkey. 


Ukraine federation seeks 
to limit foreigners 


Ukraine’s soccer federation is proposing a reduction of the number of 
foreign players allowed on the pitch at any one time for premier league 
clubs, reports Reuters. 

“The executive board of Ukraine’s soccer federation recommends ex- 
amining draft regulations setting a limit of seven players in 2007/8 for 
professional clubs in the premier league,” a federation statement said. 

At present the limit is eight but Ukraine’s soccer authorities have long 
advocated gradually reducing to five the number of foreigners permitted. 
The country’s leading clubs have resisted any such change. 

The proposed rule change was announced as league runners-up Dy- 
namo Kyiv, announced they had signed a Brazilian midfielder Carlos 
Correa — who had previously played for Palmeiras in his home country. 

The federation also announced the introduction of a new rule barring 
individuals or companies from owning or running more than one club — 
in response to a demand by the UEFA. 


Sports Briefs 


PM wants workday changed 

(RFE/RL)— Prime Minister Yuriy Yekhanurovy has called on employers 
to adjust the working day on June 14 so that Ukrainians can watch their 
national football team makes its debut in the World Cup. Yekhanurov urged 
employers to start the day earlier or bring televisions to the workplace and 
allow a break. Otherwise, he said, they can expect “an epidemic of unex- 
plained illnesses” when Ukraine takes on Spain. 


Rebrov claims Ukrainian accolade 

(UEFA)—FC Dynamo Kyiv forward Serhiy Rebrov has been named 
Ukraine’s Player of the Year after finishing the season as his club’s top 
scorer with 13 goals, taking his overall Ukrainian Premier League total to 
200. The 31-year-old finished ahead of FC Shakhtar Donetsk’s Anatoliy 
Tymoschuk, Matuzalem and Dmytro Chygrynskiy while Shakhtar’s Mircea 
Lucescu was Coach of the Year. 


Turkish men beat Ukraine 

(TDN) —The Turkish men’s volleyball team beat Ukraine 3-1 in the sec- 
ond round of Group D eliminations for the European Volleyball Champi- 
onship, may 29. The match, which took place in the city of Kharkiv in 
Ukraine, ended in victory for the Turkish team after four sets. Finland and 
Norway, which are part of the same elimination group as Turkey and 
Ukraine, met on the same day, with Finland emerging as the clear winners 
in three straight sets. 
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es Spain, Tunisia, 


Saudi Arabia in Group H 


By David Byrd 

(VOA)—The World Cup football (soccer) 
tournament’s Group-H features four teams that have 
never won the trophy — Spain, Ukraine, Tunisia, and 
Saudi Arabia. The Spanish team is favored reach the 
second round, and Ukraine is most likely to be the other 
team to make it out of the group at this month’s World 
Cup in Germany. 

Spain reached the quarterfinals of the 1994 World 
Cup, but its performance since then has been disap- 
pointing. The Spaniards failed to get out of the first 
round in 1998 and then lost to South Korea four years 
ago in a controversial quarterfinal match that featured 
three disallowed goals. In qualifying for this World Cup, 
the Spaniards finished second in their European group 
behind Serbia with five wins and five draws. Spain then 
had to win a two-leg playoff against Slovakia to book 
its place in Germany. 

International football expert commentator Derek Rae 
says the Spaniards have the potential to advance — 
and the potential to crash again in Germany. 

“We're wondering ‘is this going to be the year for 
Spain?’ Luis Aragones the coach is a bit of a volatile 
figure but he has an excellent group of players at his 
disposal,” he says. “And at every position he really has 
multiple options. So I think Spain has to be taken seri- 
ously.” 

Ukraine was the first team to qualify for the World 
Cup and is making its first appearance in the tourna- 


ment since the breakup of the former Soviet Union. 
The Ukrainians boast Andriy Shevchenko, arguably one 
of the best strikers in the world. But Ukraine and Spain 
know they may have a challenge in Group H opponent 
Tunisia, the African Cup of Nations champion. Derek 
Rae says that Tunisia could surprise the favorites but 
he is not expecting much from Saudi Arabia. 

“You look at Tunisia and you see a side really with- 
out major, major weaknesses. And I think they can give 
Spain and Ukraine something to think about. I don’t 
think that is beyond the realm of possibility,” he says. 
“The other side in that group, Saudi Arabia, have rarely 
made an impact in previous appearances in the World 
Cup finals. Last time around they looked out of their 
depth, frankly, and I am not expecting miracles from 
them in this World Cup.” 

Saudi Arabia did go unbeaten in qualifying, allow- 
ing only one goal in six games to finish atop its Asian 
group ahead of 2002 semifinalist South Korea. How- 
ever, Saudi Arabia’s high point so far has been its de- 
but in the 1994 tournament, where it made the second 
round in the United States. Since then, “the Falcons” 
have disappointed fans, managing only a draw against 
South Africa in 1998 and five defeats, including an 8- 
0 loss to this year’s host Germany four years ago. 


Ukraine thrashes Costa Rica 


(Sporting Life) - Ukraine thrashed fellow World Cup 
qualifiers Costa Rica 4-0 in а friendly on May 28. 

Goals before the interval from Serhiy Nazarenko, 
Andriy Vorobey and Maxym Kalinichenko killed the 
match and\then Oleksiy Belyk added another after the 
break for the team coached by Oleh Blokhin. 

After a few cagey opening minutes, Ukraine took 
control of the match and never looked back. 

Nazarenko opened the scoring after 26 minutes when 
Nazarenko scored from the rebound after Costa Rica 


goalkeeper Wardy Alfaro had saved a penalty. 

Vorobey doubled the lead after 35 minutes when he 
collected a pass from Vladyslav Vaschuk before lob- 
bing Alfaro. 

Kalinichenko headed the third five minutes before 
the break after Alfaro had only got a hand to Ruslan 
Rotan’s shot. 

Both coaches rotated their squads in the second half 
but the fourth goal came after 56 minutes when Belyk 
collected a pass from Oleh Gusev and scored. 


Milevskiy makes Netherlands pay 


By Greg Demetriou 

(UEFA)— Artem Milevskiy and Ruslan Fomin 
earned Ukraine victory in their first-ever match in a 
UEFA European Under-21 Championship finals, May 
24. 

Milevskiy had been identified by Netherlands coach 
Foppe De Haan as a dangerman before this Group B 
opener in Agueda and he showed why with an imperi- 
ous display. It was summed up by his cheeky penalty 
in the 39th minute. After a foul, the Мо10 picked him- 
self up and gently stroked the ball down the middle as 
debutant goalkeeper Kenneth Vermeer dived to his left. 
Milevskiy’s assist allowed Fomin to make it two from 
close range soon after half-time and despite a late Dutch 
flurry, Ukraine held on. 

Milevskiy, the FC Dynamo Kyiv forward whose 
play-off winner fired Ukraine to this tournament, will 
be going to the FIFA World Cup finals later this sum- 
mer, unlike Klaas Jan Huntelaar. The Netherlands No9 
just missed out on a trip to Germany, having seemed 
certain to go after a goalscoring spree for AFC Ajax. It 
was quickly clear Huntelaar would not have things all 
his own way today, with the imposing Ukrainian cen- 
tre-backs Dmytro Chygrynskiy, also bound for the 
World Cup, and Olexandr Yatsenko in close attendance. 

It was 12 minutes before the first shot. Huntelaar held 
the ball up before laying off to Daniél de Ridder, but 
his effort never troubled goalkeeper Andriy Pyatov. The 
Dutch appeared to have more fluency and, soon after- 
wards, Huntelaar finally found space but could not turn 


his shot goalwards. Ukraine should have taken the lead 
in the 17th minute, Adrian Pukanych’s free-kick was 
flicked on superbly by Fomin but Taras Mikhalik 
missed his kick. 

Pukanych was a threat from any set-piece and he also 
tried his luck from distance in the 22nd minute. It went 
wide but it served to lift the volume from the impres- 
sive band of travelling Ukraine fans. It was from an- 
other dead-ball that the opening goal came. Pukanych’s 
free-kick from the right found Milevskiy and seconds 
later, after a Vermeer foul and converted penalty, 
Ukraine had the advantage. There was still time in the 
half for Ron Vlaar to head wide from an Urby 
Emanuelson cross. 

The Netherlands stepped up their attacks after the 
interval but were to be undone by another free-kick 
which saw Milevskiy and Fomin both beat the offside 
trap, and the former set up the latter to score. Just after 
the hour, Huntelaar went close with an overhead kick. 
It would be the closest he came to a goal but Gijs 
Luirink, like defensive colleague Vlaar earlier, will feel 
he could have scored in the 65th minute with a close- 
range header, 5 

Such is the strength in depth for Ukraine coach Olexiy 
Mykahylychenko that he was able to keep influential 
midfield schemer Olexandr Aliyev on the bench for 
most of the contest. It showed there is plenty more to 
come from a Ukraine side unfazed by their first taste 
of this stage. Luirink had the last word, however, with 
an added-time header but it was too little, too late. 


Shevchenko leaving Milan for Chelsea 


Andriy Shevchenko is leaving AC Milan after seven 
seasons, and intends to join English champion Chelsea, 
reports the Associated Press. 

Milan had offered the Ukraine striker a contract ex- 
tension till 2011. 

“Tt has nothing to do with my relationship with the 
coach, team and club or even money,” Shevchenko said 
at a news conference, May 26. 

Shevchenko is married to an American and said the 
couple wanted their son to learn English. 

“We decided together for the good of the family,” 
Shevchenko said. “I don’t speak English, my wife 
doesn’t speak Ukrainian, the only language we have in 


common now is Italian, but the only way to make our 
children understand the love we have for them is the 
English language.” 

Milan chairman Adriano Galliani said he tried to con- 
vince Shevchenko to stay “up until the minute before 
the press conference. 

“Tt’s a victory for the English language over the Ital- 
ian language,” Galliani said. “It’s certainly the most 
painful separation since I’ve been at Milan. Now we'll 
start dealing with Chelsea, and it won't be easy.” 

Shevchenko has scored 173 goals for Milan — the 
second-most in club history behind Gunnar Nordahl’s 
221 — since joining the club in 1999. 
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GUAM seeks alternative energy supplies 


(Ukrainian Journal) - Ukraine, Georgia, Azerbaijan 
and Moldova at a summit on May 23 decided to 
strengthen their alliance that is expected to play a key 
role in establishing alternative energy supplies to the 
European Union. 

The alliance, previously known as GUAM, obtained 
the status of a full-fledged international bloc to be head- 
quartered in Kyiv and will be called the Organization 
for Democracy and Economic Development GUAM. 

The bloc will focus on “forming a democratic space, 
security, humanitarian and social development, Euro- 
pean and Euro-Atlantic integration,” President Viktor 
Yushchenko said after the summit. 

The creation of the bloc is a bold step in promoting 
energy supply routes linking the Caspian Sea basin and 
consumers in the E.U. allowing to reduce heavy de- 
pendence on Russian energy. 

One of the main projects to be promoted is launch- 
ing supplies of Caspian Sea crude oil from Azerbaijan 
and Kazakhstan via Georgian and Ukrainian pipelines 
to markets in Europe. 

“First of all, we are interested in new projects for oil 
transportation,” Yushchenko said. “We are ready to pro- 
vide our oil transportation system for this project, in- 
cluding Odesa-Brody oil pipeline.” 

The bloc is challenging Russian monopoly on oil 
and natural gas supplies to the Central Europe and seeks 
to provide access to oil- and gas-rich areas bypassing 
the Russian territory. 

“Azerbaijan holds unique oil production capacities, 
Ukraine as well as Georgia and Moldova have unique 
transit capacities,” Yushchenko said. “We should to use 
them.” 

Ukraine seeks to start moving Caspian oil via pipe- 
lines in Azerbaijan and Georgia and later by oil tank- 
ers across the Black Sea to an oil terminal near Odesa. 
The oil would later be moved via Odesa-Brody pipe- 
line that is already hooked up through Druzhba oil pipe- 
line with Slovakia and the Czech Republic. 

However, the plan also calls for extending the Odesa- 
Brody pipeline to Plock of Poland, which is already 
hooked up with a major oil terminal and an oil refinery 


in Gdansk. 

Polish President Lech Kaczynski joined a meeting 
with the leaders of Ukraine, Georgia and Azerbaijan 
on May 23 in Kyiv to promote the plan, according to 
Yushchenko’s press service. 

The Odesa-Brody oil pipeline was completed in Au- 
gust 2001 and has capacity of moving 12.5 million 
metric tons of crude, but it had so far failed to start the 
Caspian oil shipments. 

Under pressure from the Russian government, 
Ukraine was forced to allow shipments of Russian crude 
via Brody-to-Odesa route for exports by oil tankers 
through the Black Sea. . 

However, the situation changed last year when 
Yushchenko, a pro-Western leader, had been inaugu- 
rated to the presidency in Ukraine and had pledged to 
replace the Russian shipments with the Caspian sup- 
plies. 

The pipeline would bypass Russia on the way to 
Ukraine and to the В.Ю. 

Russia cautiously reacted to the strengthening of the 
GUAM predicting the alliance would fail without forg- 
ing cooperation with Russia. 

“Any friendship against or any partnership against 
[Russia] would be ineffective,” said Mikhail Margelov, 
the head of the international relations committee in the 
Council of Federation, Russia’s upper house of Parlia- 
ment. 

“Tt is hard to talk about economic effectiveness of 
any organization in the former Soviet Union without 
Russia,” Margelov said, according to RIA Novosti, 
Russian state news agency. 

But GUAM members thought to downplay their anti- 
Russian course. 

“We have not gathered here to be friends against 
somebody,” Azerbaijani President IIkham Aliyev said. 
“We gathered here to work and solve our internal prob- 
lems.” 


Yushchenko: Huge trade may justify CIS 


(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine’s huge trade turnover 
with Russia and other former Soviet Union states re- 
quires them to be part of an international organization, 
like the Commonwealth of Independent States, Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko said May 18. 

Ukraine recorded more than $20 billion in bilateral 
trade with Russia last year, a figure that Yushchenko 
said may justify existence of the CIS. 

“When we talk about interests of such magnitude, 
of course we have to say that this requires a certain 
platform for political, economic, trade and other dia- 
logs,” Yushchenko told Interfax-Ukraine. “That’s why 
we are talking about the CIS.” 

The comment is Yushchenko’s first positive assess- 
ment of the CIS’s role since May 7 when Ukraine has 
conducted consultations with Georgia on whether to 
quit the alliance due to its poor efficiency. 

Yushchenko made focus on trade a week after Rus- 
sian President Vladimir Putin had indicated that Mos- 
cow was ready to lift remaining trade restrictions to 
encourage other countries to stay within the CIS. 

Russia may have been apparently seeking to change 
its policy after harsh trade sanctions against Ukraine 
and Georgia had forced them to start talks over quit- 
ting the alliance. 

Russia banned $800 million worth imports of meat 
and dairy products from Ukraine and completely pro- 


hibited imports of Georgian wine and mineral water, 
the country’s main exports, apparently trying to punish 
them for their pro-Western foreign policy. 

The sanctions pushed Kyiv and Tbilisi to start con- 
sultations on whether to quit the CIS, a move that would 
damage growing geopolitical ambitions of Russia, ana- 
lysts said. 

Yushchenko made comments two days after speak- 
ing with Putin by telephone as parties have been pre- 
paring the Russian president’s visit to Kyiv due later 
this year. 

Yushchenko said Putin was likely to visit Ukraine 
after the government is formed following the March 
26 election. 

“Currently the coalition and the government are be- 
ing formed... perhaps within the next several weeks 
we ll have the national government and so it will be 
possible to prepare a complete program of the visit,” 
Yushchenko said. 

One of the top issues to be discussed during the Putin 
visit will be cooperation in the energy sector, appar- 
ently including natural gas prices and supply volumes. 
The two governments have not yet signed a bilateral 
gas supply agreement following a major gas dispute 
between Ukraine and Russia in January. 

“The energy issue, if not the No. 1, will be an impor- 
tant point in the talks,” Yushchenko said. 


Tycoon Firtash unveils plans to upgrade titanium plant 


By Tom Warner, Financial Times, May 28, 2006 

Dmytro Firtash, the Ukrainian tycoon who last month 
revealed his ownership of RosUkrEnergo, the natural 
gas trader, has taken a further step out of the shadows 
by revealing his other holdings, including a titanium 
plant in Ukraine. 

Robert Shetler Jones, Firtash’s British partner, told 
the Financial Times in an interview that he was work- 
ing on a plan to consolidate Firtash’s holdings in the 
chemicals sector, which include Crimean Titan, 
Crimean Soda and the Rivneazot, Nitrofert and 
Tajikazot fertiliser plants in Ukraine, Estonia and 
Tajikistan, respectively. 

Both Crimean plants are currently owned by RSJ 
Erste, a German company in which Shetler Jones is 
the sole shareholder. But he said RSJ was an “interim 
structure” and after the consolidation Firtash would 
emerge as main owner. 

Shetler Jones said the consolidation of Firtash’s 
chemicals companies was aimed primarily at attract- 
ing financing for an upgrade of Crimean Titan to en- 
able it to produce a broader range of titanium and tita- 
nium alloy products for the aviation, space and defence 


industries. 

He said it would take up to five years at a cost of 
$500m-$800m to upgrade the plant, which produces 
titanium dioxide for paint production. 

“One of the options we. look at very strongly is the 
introduction of strategié partners from the west,” Shetler 
Jones said. By revealing his ownership of the plants 
and his ambitions for Crimean Titan, Firtash is raising 
the stakes in his effort to gain acceptance both in the 
west and in Ukraine. 

Whether his efforts succeed will depend partly on 
the outcome of negotiations in Ukraine on a new gov- 
ernment. The leading candidate to take over as prime 
minister, former prime minister Yulia Tymoshenko, has 
been an outspoken critic of RosUkrEnergo and has 
vowed to cancel a deal with Russia in January that made 
RosUkrEnergo Ukraine’s sole supplier of imported gas. 

Firtash’s plans for Crimean Titan come as Russia’s 
government is moving to rein in VSMPO-Avisma, a 
Russian titanium producer. Russia’s powerful state 
arms-export company, Rosoboronexport, wants to se- 
cure supplies of titanium for Russia’s defence industry 
and has pressed the plant’s owners to cede control. 
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Kroes Energy announces 


first quarter results 


(UkrNews) —Calgary-based Kroes Energy Inc. announced May 30 that 
net earnings for the first quarter of 2006 amounted to $116,574 compared 
to $102,681 in the same period in 2005. Cash from operations totaled 
$276,209, an increase of 84% from the prior year period. 

These improvements were the result of higher prices and modestly higher 
production and were achieved despite the imposition of a new 41% roy- 
alty by the Ukrainian government. 

Crude oil production averaged 237 barrels per day compared to 209 
barrels per day for the first quarter of 2005. New production from three 
wells put on steam during 2005 was partly offset by the shut-in of two 
other wells for mechanical repairs. 

In Ukraine, a meeting of the Kashtan joint venture was recently held 
and a work program for the drilling of two more wells and production 
facilities was proposed, along with the declaration of a dividend that would 
net Kroes some $175,000. These issues are subject to the final approval of 
the participants in the next few weeks. The well No. 303 was completed in 
May and the initial production rate from the K1 zone was 100 barrels per 
day (45 b/d net to Kroes). The main P1/P2 zone also is oil bearing and will 
be available for production in the future. 


Kyiv court rejects 
Ukraine gas contract 


The Kyiv Economic Court rejected a decision by the National Commis- 
sion of Energy Regulation to issue a license to the Ukrainian gas supplier, 
reports United Press International. 

The court recognized as “null and void” the commission’s decision to 
issue a license between Ukrainian oil and gas company Naftohaz and 
RosUkrEnergo, Ukraine’s sole supplier that brings 5.04 billion of cubic 
meters of gas per year, Ukrayinski Novyny news agency reported. 

Head of the commission’s licensing department, Viktoriya Samkova, 
said the court rejected part of the ruling on the issue of license that speci- 
fies the volume of gas to be supplied. Samkova indicated that the com- 
mission would appeal the decision. і 

The commission issued in March a five-year license to UkrgazEnergo 
to supply 5.04 billion cubic meters of gas yearly, using an unregulated 
tariff. The company had requested Бог а license to supply 32 billion cubic 
meters on a yearly basis. 


Business Briefs 


Budget deficit widens 

(Ukrainian Journal)— Ukraine’s budget gap widened by UAH 1.6 billion 
hryvnias in April to a cumulative UAH 3.2 billion in the first four months 
as spending continued to outpace revenue, the Economy Ministry reported 
May 25. “April saw a further trend for spending to be higher than геу- 
enues,” the ministry said in a survey released on its Website. 


DFI soars 290% 


(Interfax) — Direct foreign investment in Ukraine grew by $922.5 million 
in the first quarter of 2006, up 290% from the same period in the previous 
year, the Federal Statistics Committee said in a statement. Total direct 
foreign investment stood at $17.399 billion on April 1, 2006, up 97.8% 
from the same date in the previous year. Foreign investors invested $989.6 
million in direct investment in Ukraine in the first quarter of 2006, while 
taking out $114 million, the statement says. 


EBRD predicts stunted growth 


(RFE/RL)—The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development 
(EBRD) has forecast that Ukraine’s economic growth in 2006 will be the 
lowest in Central and Eastern Europe, UNIAN reported on May 22. The 
EBRD predicts economic growth of 1.2 percent in Ukraine in 2006, com- 
pared to 2.4 percent in 2005. The increased cost of imported gas is named 
as one of the factors for the lower expectations. The EBRD has forecast 
lower economic growth throughout the entire region. UN experts predicted 
in February that Ukrainian growth in 2006 would be 5 percent, UNIAN 
reported on May 22. 


Gas imports to double 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukrgaz-Energo, а 50-50 natural gas distributor 
owned by gas trader RosUkrEnergo and Naftogaz Ukrayiny, the national 
oil and gas company, plans to double gas imports next year, a company 
official said May 23. Ukrgaz-Energo plans to buy 64 billion cubic meters 
of gas in 2007, up from expected 32 billion cu m in 2006, Ihor Voronin, 
the chairman of the company, said at a London conference. 


NBU to keep inflation in check 


(Ukrainian Journal)—The National Bank of Ukraine will seek to keep 
consumer inflation under control thus preventing the hryvnia, the national 
currency, from losing value against the U.S. dollar, NBU Governor 
Volodymyr Stelmakh said. The comment shows the NBU, which has al- 
ready spent $2 billion to support the hryvnia in the first quarter, may be 
ready to keep selling dollars should downward pressure on the hryvnia 
resume. : 


Coalmine launches power plant 

(Ukrainian Journal)—Ukraine’s largest coalmine, Zasyadko, on May 30 
put in operation the first power unit at co-generation plant that will burn 
methane, a potent greenhouse gas, or GHG, to produce power and heat. 
Ukrainian President Viktor Yushchenko, who participated in the plant open- 
ing ceremony in the Donetsk region, praised the project for its energy 
efficiency and said “tens other coalmines will follow the same path.” 
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Ukrainian churches 
slam “The Da Vinci Code”’ 


Cinemas in Lviv said they were limiting 
screenings of the film “The Da Vinci Code”, 
bowing to calls from the Ukrainian Greek 
Catholic Church, reports Agence France 
Presse. 

One cinema said in a statement sent to the 
city’s mayor that it was aware the film could 
“offend the religious feelings of the faithful” 
in the city, a stronghold of the Greek Catho- 
lic branch of the Roman Catholic Church. 

The Kino cinema said it was reducing the 
number of its screenings of the film from five 
to two a day and planned to limit the length 
of the film’s run. 

The Ukrainian Greek Catholic Archbishop 
of Lviv, Igor Vozniak, had earlier called on 
local authorities to act against the release of 
the film. Followers of the Greek Catholic 
Church are in the majority in this region of 
Ukraine and it exercises considerable influ- 
ence. 

Following its release this month, the film 
has drawn condemnation from religious com- 
munities around the world, with its key 
premise that Jesus Christ had a child with 
Mary Magdalene, creating a bloodline that 
survives to this day. 

“Unfortunately we cannot completely stop 
the screenings,” the management of the Kino 
cinema said, citing financial obligations. It 
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added that it hoped for the “understanding” 
of local inhabitants. 

Members of the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church also recently denounced “The Da 
Vinci Code” as “sacrilegious”. 

Answering a question about the great ex- 
citement connected with the book and film 
“The Da Vinci Code,” the press service of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church-Kyivan Patri- 
archate (UOC-KP) called the public to abstain 
from “unhealthy excitement built on human 
incompetence in issues of the Christian reli- 
gion,” reported cerkva.info, as cited by the 
religious Information Service of Ukraine. 

Patriarch Filaret (Denysenko), head of the 
UOC-KP, is convinced that the film cannot 
harm people strong in faith, while it is rec- 
ommended that those who are weak in their 
faith and know little about the history of the 
church not watch it for the salvation of their 
souls. 

As well, religious organizations in Rivne 
joined an all-Ukrainian protest demonstration 
against the showing of the “Da Vinci Code” 
film. The Civic Council in Rivne called upon 
the residents of Rivne, Christians of all de- 
nominations, not to be indifferent to what is 
happening around and suggests the residents 
of Rivne refuse to watch the film, reported 
cerkva.info, cited by RISU. 


CONTINENTAL 


INN 


= 16625 STONY PLAIN ROAD, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5P 4A8 


TELEPHONE: 484-7751; FAX:484-9827 


For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
484-7751 


Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
We specialize in Ukrainian Food 


Ukrainian Мемгз/Українські вісті, May 31 - June13, 2006, 31 травня - 13 червня, 2006 


Longtime Musée Ukraina 
Museum Chair passes away 


Dr. Yaroslava Kojolianko, Ph.D, 
Director of Research & Publication, 
Musée Ukraina Museum, Saskatoon 

Whether it was for guests from overseas, 
for close friends, or for neighbours near and 
far, there was something magical about that 
house — that home — that kept everyone re- 
turning. Just outside the large living room 
window, the chirp and peck of birds could 
always be heard. The tall firs in the yard, 
through their intangible hum, commanded se- 
renity and reflection. And the flowerbed, of 
course, was always in bloom. 

It is this very word, was, that has become 
most poignant. Life at times brings us an en- 
tirely unanticipated development of events 
that often proves difficult, if not impossible, 
to make sense of in the frame of words or stan- 
dard perception. 

A person has taken her last breath — a 
woman of formidable energy and a zest for 
life. A woman who loved living and loved 
people, who with a smile and characteristic 
ease brought vigour to this world — as much 
for generations to come as for those whose 
lives she touched directly. This woman is 
Emelia Panamaroff, longtime Chair of Musée 
Ukraina Museum’s Board of Trustees in 
Saskatoon, valued member of our community, 
Honourary Life Member of the UCWLC. 

It is utterly by chance that my and Emelia’s 
lives crossed paths. We met in Saskatoon on 
the occasion of the Celebration of the Cen- 
tennial of Ukrainian Settlement in Canada. 
Our first, multiple-hour, conversation laid the 
foundation for both a fruitful partnership and 
a dear personal friendship. From that initial 
dialogue, I learnt that there existed a special 
nest in Emelia’s heart for that prized place — 
Musée Ukraina Museum. 

The Board of Trustees, under the leader- 
ship of Emelia Panamaroff, undertook pro- 
gressive and dynamic projects, enriching the 
Museum’s collection and raising its activities 
to new levels, at the same time laying the 
groundwork for those to follow in the expan- 
sion of the exhibit, as well as in responding 
to the need for a new building to house it. 

The period of the late 1980s — early 2000s 
was truly unique in the history of the 
Museum’s development. From an outstand- 
ing ethnographic collection, Musée Ukraina 
Museum transformed into a significant re- 
search centre for the conservation of Ukrai- 
nian history and culture. The collection itself 
grew by several thousand. Painstaking work 
continued with the processing of artifacts (the 
material legacy inherited being remarkable). 
Research streams were opened focusing on 
tracing genealogy, the state of the Ukrainian 
Diaspora, traditions and contemporary real- 
ity, and connections with Ukraine. The scope 
and reach of the exhibits achieved particular 
breadth; thematic exhibits dotted the land- 
scape of the very best of Saskatchewan’s halls. 
The all-familiar Fashion Shows of costumes 
representing different historical periods be- 
came easily recognized across Canada. 

Since the early 2000s, the Museum has con- 


tinued its growth in the capable hands of the 
Board of Directors, which is regularly replen- 
ished with new energies — individuals de- 
voted, with heart and mind, to the Museum’s 
cause. Over the last few. years, as CEO, 
Emelia, in collaboration with her colleagues, 
invested considerable efforts into the success- 
ful development of the campaign for a new 
building to house the Museum. 

Emelia, born in Saskatoon in a family of 
Ukrainian origins, namely from the Lviv re- 
gion, carried in her heart a love and respect 
for the land of her predecessors. Over the 
years, we became witnesses of, and at times 
participants in, her voyages to Ukraine — 
whether with her daughter or as part of offi- 
cial delegations; her active engagement in the 
solicitation of medical supplies and humani- 
tarian aid for orphans in Ukraine; her сопігі- 
butions to the Hope project (Foster Child Pro- 
gram). Her hospitable home was always filled 
with laughter and song — those of Canadian 
friends and of a long list of guests from 
Ukraine, mostly artists and university person- 
nel, so many of whom Saskatoon hosted in 
the eighties and nineties. 

Emelia’s immensely active involvement in 
the life of the Ukrainian community and its 
organizations — from the role of member to 
positions of leadership, whether in the con- 
text of the UCWLC, Cathedral parish of St. 
George, the UCC — SPC, Vesna Festival, or 
Folkfest’s Kyiv Pavilion — made her, accoun- 
tant by occupation, Ukrainian Canadian by 
spirit — a model woman of our era. 

Having received from her son-in-law James 
the painfully disheartening news that the ill- 
ness’ grasp could not be escaped, and: that 
Emelia was no longer with us, my daughters 
asked me and the world — what now? What 
now without Emelia? How will Saskatoon and 
the Ukrainian community be without Emelia, 
for she herself was the Comnmnity...as in their 
own time were our beloved Morris (lawyer 
Morris Cherneskey, Q.C.) and Petro (Dr. Pe- 
ter Kurylo), and other titans of the Ukrainian 
legacy in Saskatoon. The answer to this, I sup- 
pose, is one — Saskatoon hasn’t lost Emelia, 
so long as we, the people who knew, respected, 
and loved her, collaborated with her, live on. 
The world will remember this unique woman, 
charismatic and sharp-witted, as so many of 
the senior museum Bingo volunteers, who in 
their own time watched her grow and thrive, 
lovingly called her — our Mil’ka. We Remem- 
ber — a woman who was a loving daughter, 
sister, wife, and mother; a friend, a humane 
individual who loved this world and left her 
unwavering spirit with us in the form of her 
children Tanya and Danny. To Emelia’s only 
sister — Olga Wasarab and her family, resi- 
dents of Edmonton — our deepest sympathies. 

May the flowers in Emelia’s flowerbed con- 
tinue to flourish, and the birds continue to fill 
her yard with their majestic chirp. And may 
the cherry tree, in that rich forest of a yard, 
planted by her with husband George, liven this 
world with the enchanting scent of its blos- 
som — as a living memory of our Emelia. 


UOC-MP shuns service for Bykivni victims 


(RISU)— The Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
Moscow Patriarchate decided not to partici- 
pate in a joint panakhyda (memorial service) 
for the victims of communist repressions held 
on May 21 in Bykivni Forest near Kyiv. 

According to a story posted by 
orthodox.org.ua on May 20, the UOC-MP did 
not want to join in a ceremony with represen- 
tatives of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church- 
Kyivan Patriarchate (UOC-KP) or to " таке 
politics’ on the blood and bones of martyrs.” 

In the Bykivni Forest near Kyiv on May 21 
the annual day of commemoration of victims 
of communist repression was held. From 1937 
to 1941 more than 100,000 people were killed 
and secretly buried there. Hierarchs of vari- 
ous Ukrainian churches led a panakhyda (me- 
morial service) attended by Ukrainian Presi- 
dent Viktor Yushchenko and numerous lead- 
ing politicians. 

An invitation to participate in the com- 
Mmemoration ceremony was signed by I. 
Fomenko, first assistant head of the Kyiv City 


Council, and sent to Metropolitan Volodymyr 
(Sabodan), head of the UOC-MP, but the hi- 
erarchs of this church decided not to partici- 
pate in the joint panakhyda. Archbishop 
Mytrofan (Yurchuk), responsible for manag- 
ing affairs of the UOC-MP, gave two reasons. 

The first is that Patriarch Filaret (Deny- 
senko), head of the UOC-KP, which, accord- 
ing to the letter of the UOC-MP “is not rec- 
ognized by any Orthodox church in the world 
to be a patriarchate or a church,” was also in- 
vited to the ceremony. According to the UOC- 
MP’s letter of reply, church canons, in par- 
ticular apostolic canons 10 and 11, forbid joint 
prayer with those separated from the church. 

“Secondly, the UOC [-MP] considers it in- 
admissible to ‘make politics’ on the blood and 
bones of martyrs and urges not to have a com- 
mon theatrical performance with the repre- 
sentatives of the denominations but to have a 
real eucharistic commemoration, useful for 
the souls of those who perished from Stalin’s 
regime,” said the letter of reply. 


